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GIRL, І CHERISHED THE MEANING OF THE LILY. 
IT SYMBOLIZED PURITY OF HEART AND VIRTUE. | 


=== | 


| HEN 1 FIRST RECEIVED MY FLOWER NAME 
МЕ 


AND VIRTUOUS 
Uy WHAT KIND 
IWA... AT FIRST. y OF FLOWER 
REIGNED AT THE ТОР || ; ie oe 
OF MY CLASS. UNTIL, 03 
FIERCE GIRL NAMED 
IRIS SHOWED UR 


DON’T TOUCH IT, 
DANDELION! ЇЕ THE 
HEADMASTER FINDS OUT, 
WE'LL BE WASHING THE 
CELLAR FLOOR 
FOR WEEKS! 


BUT IT’S 50 
PRETTY! 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER. IT DOESN’T 
BELONG TO US. YOU 
KNOW THE RULES. 


YES, УЄ9-- 
I KNOW. THIEVERY 
15 A MARK OF WEAKNESS 
8LAH, BLAH, BLAH. BUT 
IT’S JUST A FLOWER, 
CAMELLIA! 


IT BELONGS 
TO THE SCHOOL, JUST LIKE 
US. WE ARE THE PROPERTY 
OF THE HEADMASTER UNTIL OUR 
PURCHASE-- OR WOULD YOU 
RATHER END UP LIKE A FAILURE. 
LIKE BLOSSOM-- OR WORSE 
УЕТ-- LILY?! 


SHHH! CAMELLIA! IF 
THE HEADMASTER HEARS 
US SAY THAT МАМЕ, SHE'LL 
WHIP US GOOD! 


Now 
YOU CARE 
ABOUT THE 


C'MON. 
| LET'S GET BACK 
BEFORE WE'RE 
ІМ EVEN MORE 
TROUBLE. 





HINJUKU 
ኤሚ ተሪ 
JAPAN. 


HEY, GIRL! 
WHY DON'T 
YOU COME DOWN 
OFF THAT STAGE 
AND LET ME SHOW 
YOU THE MEANING 
OF А GOOD 


TIME?* 







ји] 


j THAT'S WHAT 1 HAD TO ЛГА. 
ONL WHAT THEY DON'T TEACH YOU IN 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT ACADEMY. 










| HOW TO 
SURVIVE ON YOUR 

|. OWN-- ONCE YOU 
ARE ALONE. 





TRANSLATED FROM 
JAPANESE. 


= IN M 





THAT POINT. ONE WE'RE FORCED 


| _ ITA AWHOLE NEW WORLD AT | 
TO LEARN QUICKLY... 


YOU'RE 
NOT THE 
FIRST MAN 
TO TRY. 












“一 一 “y 
і NEVER MET ONE THAT | 
HASN'T ABUSED ME IN 

SOME WAY-- PHYSICALLY... | 
OR EMOTIONALLY. |! 
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іш wa - 
| #0-- I'VE ALWAYS | 
_ FOUGHT BACK. 









ЭЭЖ 
EMOTIONS ON THEIR 
Am | 












o 1ل‎ 
| MY FORMER EMPLOYER-- 


OR MASTER, IF YOU WILL-- WAS B - LOOKS LIKE 


‹ | ТАКЕО ALWAYS SHOWED IT'S JUST YOU 
HIS HAND FIRST. HIS PRIDE ALWAYS AND-- 
З GOT THE BETTER OF HIM. IT WAS 
= С HIS GREATEST VULNERABILITY 
N) 1 






. ASIMILAR MAN THIS WAY. 





የ. 


[ IT'S HOW І WAS ABLE TO GET | 
2 THE UPPER HAND ON HIM AND. 
ç KILL HIM, AND FREE MYSELF 


«2 FROM HIS BULLSHIT. 











» - 
፲ዊ w ። ምር ТІ 
| BUT, EVEN WITH МУ MASTER 
e GONE, TROUBLE ALWAYS HAS A 
= | WAY OF FINDING ME. 
це 
| | AP: 





WHAT THE F+%K 
AM I SUPPOSED ТО 
DO WITH YOU, LILY? YOU 
KNOW WHAT IT’S GONNA 
COST TO MAKE THIS 
MESS GO AWAY?! 


I'M SORRY, 
KYO, REALLY. І 
COULDN'T HELP 
MYSELF. IT JUST 
HAPPENED SO 
QUICKLY. | / 
























YOU NEVER 
CAN HELP YOURSELF! 
ВИТ WHY?! WHY CAN'T 
YOU JUST... CONTROL 
YOURSELF?! 





WELL, YOU KNOW 
YOU'RE FIRED. YOU NEED 
TO GO. YOU CAN STAY AS 

LONG AS YOU'D LIKE TONIGHT, 
вит TOMORROW, І DON'T 
EVER WANNA SEE YOU 
AROUND HERE AGAIN, 

GOT IT? | 


І... І DON’T 

KNOW, OKAY. IT'5 

JUST... THE WAY 
I AM. 





iv 








; "5 RIGHT. 

I CAN'T HELP MYSELE I 
WOULDN'T EVEN KNOW 
WHERE TO START. 






DOWN SHUJI AND EVENTUALLY 


m AND TAKEN 
| WHAT'S LEFT OF 
^ MY PRESENT. 





AFTER 1 KILLED TAKEO, І 
TEAMED UP WITH IRIS, TOOK 


THAT PIECE OF SHIT POWER 
MONGER VILLONE AS WELL. | 


*SEE EA IRIS 
VOLUME TWO 
FOR DETAILS. 






FOR A BRIEF WHILE, 
І HAD PURPOSE. 















| Токо ЕРТ | 


SHE'S IN THE 
SHINJUKU DISTRICT, 
WORKING AS A 
DANCER. 


IT WAS UNAVOIDABLE 
қ MAZUTSU, I ASSURE YOU. 
you've P N BUT І HAVE THE SITUATION 
WITNESSED THIS «й UNDER CONTROL. ALL OF 
YOURSELF? ТАКЕО'5 ASSETS WILL ВЕ 
ў ELIMINATED-- INCLUDING 
HER-- TRUST МЕ. 
IN THE FLESH, 
ድርፎ MISSEHAVING 
я w 
PATRONS LAST NIGHT ме WELL ENOUGH 
| KNOW U | 
WATCHED. እው... TO нэ ТЕ өт / 


SHE SAW 
YOUR FACE? 
HAVE I TAUGHT YOU 
NOTHING ABOUT 
SURVEILLANCE 


TACTICS? N | EXCELLENT. 
м. NOW, COME, 5ЕЕ 
MY LATEST TOY 






"| ) У WHATEVER 


SHE KNOWS-- 
ENDS WITH HER 
LIFE. UNDER- 
STOOD? 


DO NOT 
UNDERESTIMATE 
THE RESILIENCE OF 
AN EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT. GET IT 
DONE. AND DO IT 
QUICKLY. 


`, == 
| „а 5 ] ACERT 


7 mm 





MAGNIFICENT 
15 ЇТ NOT, 
GENTLEMEN? 


THE PREDATOR 
DRONE VX. THE 
Leva 
AND ATTACK EAN HAVE 


WARFARE, AMAZING. IT-- 
EVERY 
GOVERNMENT 
WILL WANT 
ONE. 


--REMAIN LIGHT 
YEARS AHEAD OF 
ANYTHING CURRENTLY 
ACTIVE IN THE WAR 
THEATRES ACROSS 


THE GLOBE. 


IT 15 A GAME 
CHANGER THEY 
ALL WILL SEEK 
TO GAIN. 


HAS IT 
BEEN FIELD 
TESTED? 

















--FOR THE 
RIGHT PRICE. ITS 
CAPABILITIES-- LIKE 
OUR СОМРАМУ-- 













ALL IN 
DUE TIME, 
KAITO. 





THE PLEASURE 
15 MINE, MADAM. 
MY PEOPLE TELL ME 
YOUR ACADEMY 15 
THE FINEST IN 
CHINA. 


MR. TARVER, 
IT 16 A PLEASURE TO 
FINALLY MAKE YOUR 
ACQUAINTANCE. | т AM LILAC, 


THE ACADEMY'5 
HEADMASTER. 
WELCOME TO 
OUR SCHOOL. 


CLEARLY, 

YOUR SOURCES ARE 
KNOWLEDGEABLE ON THE 
SUBJECT OF EXECUTIVE 

ASSISTANTS, THEN. PLEASE, 
ALLOW МЕ TO SHOW YOU 
FIRSTHAND. 


THIS 15 OUR 
MAIN COURTYARD, WHERE 
THE STUDENTS ARE TRAINED IN 
THE REQUISITE MARTIAL ARTS STUDIES 
AS WELL AS SURVIVAL TACTICS, FIELD 
DISPLAYS, ETC. ALL OF THE TOOLS 
NEEDED TO SERVE AND PROTECT 
THEIR MASTER. 










AND THIS 15 THE TEA WHO 15 THAT 15 қ 
ROOM. WHERE OUR GIRLS OUR YOUNGEST Y 
ARE TAUGHT OF THE FINER STUDENT, DANDE- 
SPECIALTIES REQUIRED LION. CARE FOR 
FOR THEIR SERVICE. AN INTRODUC- 












THE FORMALITIES 
OF UPPER CLASS, 
OF COURSE. 






SHE (5 PRONE TO 
SUCCUMBING TO HER 
NERVES AT THE MOMENT-- 
вит WE TRUST SHE WILL GROW 
INTO HER ROLE QUITE WELL. 
YOUNG LADY, WHAT DO WE 
SAY TO ል GUEST OF 
THE ACADEMY? 


DANDELION. 
HERE-- NOW. 


ABSOLUTELY, 
BUT FIRST, WOULD 

YOU BE 50 KIND AS TO 

ELABORATE ON SOME OF 
YOUR PAST PUPILS-- 

PRIMARILY THE TRANSFER 

STUDENT ISSUED THE ሥ 

MONIKER... LILY? 


UH-- YES, OF 
COURSE. IT'5 TRAGIC REALLY, 
NOT. ALL OF OUR STUDENTS REACH 
THE PRECIPITOUS HEIGHTS WE'VE SET 
FORTH FOR THEM AS GOALS. SOME-- 
AS IN LILY'S CASE-- FAIL TO REACH SAID 
AMBITION. WE WERE FORTUNATE TO 
FIND A CLIENT WILLING TO TAKE HER 
ON AT DISCOUNT. AFTER SHE LEFT 
US, I'M AFRAID, І CANNOT SHED 
ANY FURTHER LIGHT ON 
HER ACTIONS, 










АН, І SEE. 
UNFORTUNATE. 






вит, THIS 
15 CERTAINLY NOT 
NEWS TO YOU, I IMAGINE, 
CONSIDERING YOUR OBVIOUS 
WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE 
AND INSIGHT-- 


--AND POWER. 

COME NOW, LET US 
VISIT. WITH OUR MORE 
EXPERIENCED 
GIRLS. 






DO NOT BE AFRAID, 
DANDELION. THAT 15 
A WONDERFUL CHOICE 
OF FLOWER TITLE. I'M 
SURE YOU WILL GROW 
ТО HONOR IT WITH 
EXCELLENCE. 


VERY WELL, 
DANDELION. YOU 
MAY RETURN TO 

YOUR ETIQUETTE 
DRILLS. 


50, MR. TARVER, WE 
ARE FULLY CAPABLE OF 
SUSTAINING YOUR REQUISITE 
NEEDS FOR AN EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT. MAY I SHOW 
YOU TO OUR ELDER CLASS, 
THE ONES CLOSER TO 
GRADUATION? 




















YOU'RE PAST 
DUE-- AGAIN. YOU 
STUFF (5 BACK IN THE 
ALLEY, WE TOOK THE 
LIBERTY OF BOXING 
IT FOR YOU. 


SERIOUSLY? 
YOU COULDN'T 
JUST WAIT, AND LET 
ME GATHER MY 
OWN $HIT? 


YOU СОМЕ 
AND GO AT ALL 
HOURS OF THE NIGHT, 
LADY. NO TELLING WHEN 
YOU'D COME BACK. 
TOUGH LUCK. 


=> | 














I "VE NEVER MET HIM ; 
BEFORE, BUT THAT'S NEVER | 
STOPPED SOMEONE FROM || 
TRYING ТО KILL ME. 





BUT, I KNOW 
ENOUGH TO TRUST MY 
INSTINCTS. IF SOMETHING 

FEELS n МУ 
ACTIONS KICK IN. 


AND THIS TIME, 
NOT A MOMENT 
100 $00N. 


SHE WENT Y 
THIS WAY! | 
COME ON! / 




















ји] Ti iu 

її OUT OF BREATH. І KNOW WHY, a... | 
OF COURSE, ВИТ 1 CAN'T LET 
IT SLOW ME DOWN. = 












| WHOEVER' AFTER НЕ |) 
| REALLY SENT AWHOLE || 
PARTY. IT^ FLATTERING, 6 as 
REAL, | —— 1 
xÍ EL LT ||- 
DOWN FROM A HIGH, CAN STILL 
OUTRUN THESE MORON-- 









DON'T V 
LET HER 

ESCAPE! 

ጾ 


OUT ON 
THE BALCONY, 
TARVER. 





EXCELLENT WORK, 
KAITO. REMEMBER TO 
MAINTAIN EXTREME CAUTION 
WITH HER. THEY ARE HIGHLY INDEED. 
TRAINED IN THE ART OF APPARENTLY, 


ЕФСАРЕ. CALL МЕ THE CHALLENÓE 
WHEN IT’S WASN'T QUITE AS 
FINISHED. DIFFICULT AS WE 

EXPECTED. 












AND 
WHAT OF YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT IN 
CHINA? 


ыг 
ч 
IT’S THERE. 
"a 724 THE ACADEMY 15 
746 FuLLY OPERATIONAL. THE 
L d ~ HEADMASTER, LILAC, GAVE 
ЈЕ МЕ А PERSONAL TOUR 

“т | | ОЕ THE GROUNDS. 
LI 4 
ча 
Чи ኒ FuTURE 

А GENERATIONS ARE 
Um š BEING GROOMED A5 

+ 


WE SPEAK. 


| | 
| ዘ 


я 
IT 


IT'55 
BEAUTIFUL. IT 


WAS WORTH THE 
RISK SNEAKING 
OUT TO 
SEE IT. 






1! 


15 THIS SUNSET 
А5 GORGEOUS AS THE 
MAN YOU MET TODAY IN 
ЕТІОМЕТТЕ? MR. 
TARVER? 












SHHH! DON'T MAKE 
FUN! I DON'T WANT TO 
GET MY HOPES UP, ВИТ 
НЕ WAS ООО HANDSOME, 
CAMELLIA! I HOPE HE 
CHOOSES ME! І WOULD 
SERVE HIM EVER 50 
DUTIFULLY! 














IT SHOULD 
BE ANY MINUTE 
NOW. THE BIRD'S 

ALREADY IN 
THE SKY, 


WELL DONE, 
TARVER-- 






--ТНЕФЕ 
EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS HAVE 
BECOME A LIABILITY 
TO OUR APPROACHES 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND ASIA. 


I CANNOT 
CONTINUE TO ALLOW 
THEIR INTERFERENCE. 
SIMPLY REMOVING THE 
SNAKE'S HEAD WON'T 
DO ANYMORE. WE 
MUST START AT 
THE BODY. 


I KNOW YOU 
THINK THIS MEASURE I5 

EXTREME, BUT І MUST LOOK 
TO THE FUTURE-- AND FUTURE 
THREATS TO GUARD AGAINST-- 

TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS 

OF OUR ORGANIZATION. IT 16 

MY RESPONSIBILITY... 








NS 


МО... IT'S 
TOO CLOSE, 
DANDELION. I 
DON'T THINK 
THAT'S ል-- 











N 


| ቨ THE HARDER 1 TRY, ik 


E 
га 15 


SN 
iN 
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"VE TRIED TO DO THE RIGHT 
THING À FEW TIMES IN MY LIFE. 
BUT, IT RARELY SEEMS TO WORK 
OUT THE WAY 1 INTEND. 









h 


TAKE THIS | 
SITUATION, FOR 
INSTANCE. | 


— 


THE GUY WITH THE GUN POINTED AT THE BACK OF 
MY HEAD-- І SPOTTED НІМ AT THE CLUB I USED 
TO WORK AT LAST NIGHT, SITTING MOTIONLESS 
WHILE І TOOK OUT A PACK OF DRUNK MORONS. 
HE CLEARLY WANTED МЕ ТО NOTICE HIM. 


--MY ADDICTIONS. 


ANY LAST NOT JUST 
WORDS?* TO HEROIN. OR TO 
VIOLENCE. NO... 


BECAUSE, IT WAS ALSO MY PAST THAT 
LET ME DOWN IN THE FIRST PLACE, LIKE 
ALWAYS. OR MORE TO THE POINT -- 


...MY UNENDING 1 
HABIT OF FAILURE. | 





IDON'T 
WHAT THE HAVE TIME 
F*€K 5 GOING ТО EXPLAIN, 
ON?! JUST COME 
WITH ME. 





FRIEND, BUT YOU 
WILL SURVIVE. I'LL YOU WILL 
CALL FOR YOUR MAKE IT. AGAIN, 
AID ONCE WE'RE І APOLOGIZE. IT WAS 
CLEAR. MY ONLY RECOURSE. 
I TRUST IN TIME, 
YOU WILL COME TO 
UNDERSTANU. 





IT COMPLICATED. ` 


4 5 т FIRST, WE GOTTA GET 
e 5 OUTTA HERE. І WON'T 
ы ВЕ ABLE ТО CLEAR 














(277) WHAT?! \ THIS WITH THE LOCAL / 
% WHY ARE YOU ЈА AUTHORITIES. £ 
Ny HELPING ME? шилэн 
<< (ДА. аи 
: E. YOU'RE 
AOS) A COP? 


TRUST? HE CLEARLY 
DOESN'T KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT EXECUTIVE 


NO, LILY. 
FORGIVE ME 


I KNOW YOU'RE в 5 НЕБО 
CONFUSED. JUST እ vei баар 
BEAR WITH 
ኣር МЕ FOR NOW. WE 


HAVE TO МОМЕ 
QUICKLY. 





54 





YES, MOM. I'M THE 
PILOT. IT’S IMPORTANT 
I STAY FOCUSED! 


WELL, 
DON'T LET ME 
KEEP YOU FROM 
YOUR IMPORTANT 
DUTY, SAPTAN: / 


L АН 
ЕХРЕСТ ТО SEE 
YOU AGAIN BEFORE 

THE SEASON I WAS | 
CHANGED. ABLE ТО 
CLEAR SOME 

TIME IN MY 
SCHEDULE. 


BUT KNOW 
THAT YOU ARE 
ALWAYS MY PRIORITY, 
SATOMI. BOTH 


WE ARE 
HONORED. 


YOUR 
SARCASM 
5 p ні 





WHY DO I 
FIND THIS 
нако TO 
BELIEVE? 


) СТ m 


YET, І DO. 
DESPITE YOUR 
PRESENCE HERE 


VISITS GROW 
LONGER. 


HE | 


YOU KNOW 
I CANNOT EXPLAIN 
TO YOU THE REASONS 
FOR MY ABSENCE, ВИТ 
YOU MUST UNDERSTAND 
IT 15 FOR YOUR OWN 
WELL-BEING. BOTH 
OF you. 7 


LOOK AT ME, 
TARVER. ፲ AM NOT 
ANGRY, OR SPITEFUL. 
WE HAVE BEEN PATIENT 
TO YOUR NEEUS, AND I 
DO BELIEVE ONE DAY 
WE WILL ALL 8 

TOGETHER. 


FOR 
OUR SON'S 
YOU ARE A FUTURE. 
GOOD WOMAN, AND 
I WILL REPAY THE ОЄВТ 
OF YOUR TOLERANCE. I 
AM TAKING STEPS AS WE 
SPEAK TO ENSURE OUR 
FUTURE TOGETHER, 
AWAY FROM МУ 
PAST. 





ITS А 
SAFE HOUSE. 


HERE. YEAH, 
І GET іт. 


I SHOULD 
TELL YOU I'M 
NOT ALL THAT 
GOOD AT LAYING 
LOW. KINDA DOESN'T 
RUN PARALLEL WITH 
MY PERSONALITY, 
IF YOU CATCH 
MY DRIFT. 


you EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS ARE 
SURPRISINGLY NOT 
VERY STEALTHY FOR 
BEING TRAINED IN 
COVERT OPS. 


YEAH, WELL... 

I DIDN'T EXACTLY 
GRADUATE WITH 
HONORS. ARE YOU 
GONNA TELL ME 
YOUR NAME AT 
SOME POINT? 


IT’S COPE. 
JUST COPE. 


OKAY, JUST 


YOU SAVE MY LIFE 
BACK THERE? 








SAVE IT, JUST COPE. I'M NOT 
GETTING HELPED BY THE UNITED STATES 










THE CENT | FXÉKING GOVERNMENT. I'M THANKFUL FOR 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY? JUST WHAT YOU DID, BELIEVE ME, BUT-- I'M NOT 
THE 5. LA.-- GLAM? JEEZ, LISTEN TO STUPID ENOUGH TO PLACE MY TRUST IN 
AM ONE F¥EKING ME FOR A YOUR COUNTRY. 


Миу GIRL, I SECOND. 
SWEAR. 


WOULD YOU 
JUST RELAX 
AND LISTEN ТО 
MEFORA 
SECOND? 






DON'T TRY 
TO STOP ME, YOU 

KNOW WHAT I'M 
CAPABLE OF. 


DON'T YOU 
AT LEAST WANNA ҮР” 
KNOW WHY CERTAIN | | 
PEOPLE WANT YOU ያ 
DEAD? 2 





AT THE RISK OF 
SOUNDING CLICHE-- 
YOU NEED TO DETOX. 
GET RIGHT AGAIN. 


NOT FOR 
ME, OR EVEN 
YOURSELF. YOU 
NEED TO DO THIS 
IF YOU PLAN TO 
STAY ALIVE. 
MAYBE 
COFFEE'S А 
BETTER CHOICE 
THAN BEER. 








NO, YOU BLUNT. 
F*éK, THAT'S NOT 
WHAT I MEANT. 





IWASN'T 









YOU KNOW... I 
| WASN'T ALWAYS 
LIKE THIS. 


መሎ Í h 


LOOK. I'M 
NO EXPERT IN 
MATTERS OF 


I'VE SPENT 
THE PAST DECADE IN 
SITUATIONS PRETENDING 
OMEONE I'M NOT. 


15 AN OCCUPATIONAL 
HAZARD FOR ME. THE 
PRICE OF A SLIP-UP 
15 DEATH. 









YEAH, 
ABOUT THAT. 
WHY ОО YOUR 
PEOPLE WANT 

ME DEAD? 


...PEOPLE FAR | , 
MORE POWERFUL. 8 

"YOUR FORMER MASTER, TAKEO 
SUZUKI, KNEW THIS ALL TOO WELL. 
WHILE HE MUST'VE SEEMED AT THE 
TIME TO BE THE TOP OF THE FOOD 

CHAIN TO YOU, HE WAS MERELY A 
FRONT MAN. ONE OF MANY. ALL OF 

THEM REPORT TO A MUCH 
HIGHER POWER. 


“HE WAS BORN INTO 
MONEY, BUT THAT 
DIDN'T. STOP HIS WILL 
TO SUCCEED. HE 
NEARLY TRIPLED HIS 
WEALTH BEFORE 
REACHING THE AGE 
OF THIRTY. OIL WAS 
HIS BUSINESS THEN. 


“BUT FOR MEN LIKE MAZUTSU, CURRENCY 
BECOMES A HABIT-- SOMETHING THEY TAKE 
FOR GRANTEU. AND SOON, THEY TURN TO POWER 
TO SATISFY THEIR DESIRES. GEO-POLITICAL GAME 
CHANGING BECAME HIS NEW OBSESSION. 


“YET EVEN AT THIS 
POINT, THE AGENCY DID 
NOT DEEM HIM A THREAT TO 
OUR SECURITY. HOWEVER, HIS 
CURRENT ENTERPRISE [ወ 
WHAT CONCERNS us..." 


1 
| | 
ግ і | 
||| 1 | 
“MAZUTSU SAI 
H. EEN ON OUR 


AS В 
UNOFFICIAL WATCH 
LIST FOR THE PAST 
TWO YEARS. 


|| 
1 ў 
БИШ зва | | EX - 
| 





"INITIALLY, HE STARTED IN 
DEFENSE SYSTEMS FOR 
PEACEFUL, DEMOCRATIC 

NATIONS. IT WAS HIS FIRST 

FORAY INTO THE ARMS 
DEALING INDUSTRY, BUT HE 
QUICKLY BECAME A FORCE 
IN THE MARKET. 


"AND НЕ 15 A MAN WHO MUST 
WIN AT ALL COSTS-- HIS VERY 
NATURE DEMANDS IT. 





m 


A POLITICIAN? 
YEAH, FRIGHTENING. 


"THE BEST-- OR WORST 
KIND OF CRIMINAL IF YOU MAY, 
DOESN'T HIDE OUT AMONGST 
OTHER CRIMINALS WHERE HE'S 
EASY TO SPOT. NO... MAZUTSM 

12 SMART ENOUGH TO KNOW 
THE BEST KIND OF CRIMINAL 
INHABITS THE LANDSCAPE 
WHERE NO ONE WILL THINK 
TO LOOK FOR HIM. 


"AND WORSE 
YET, HE USES HIS 
BLANKET OF POLITICAL 
DISCOURSE TO HIDE 
THE TRUE NATURE 
OF ACTIVITIES... 


"MEN LIKE 
THIS, THEY MUST 
ALWAYS FALL BACK 
ON THEIR TRUE NATURE, 
WHAT CALLS TO THEM. AND 
THE PEOPLE HE'S BEGUN 
KILLING ARE VALUED 
ASSETS TO US.” 





I'M SURE YOU 
KNOW BETTER 
THAN MOST ABOUT 
FALLING BACK ON 
OLU HABITS. 


YEAH, WELL 

HOW DOES THIS RELATE 
TO MAZUTSU WANTING МЕ 
DEAD? JUST BECAUSE MY 
EMPLOYER WORKED FOR HIM 

DOESN'T MEAN I KNOW 

ANYTHING-- IF THAT'S 

WHAT HE THINKS. 





" „АМО YOU'RE | 
NOT THE ONLY EA 
НЕ WANTS DEAD | 


HE DOESN'T 
JUST WANT YOU 
DEAD BECAUSE OF 
THAT. YOUR FORMER 
EMPLOYER, TAKEO, 
WELL... 


IT' MORE Y 
COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT... 





"OUR INTELLIGENCE TELLS 
US HIS CUL. IN THE 
sc 529 OCCUR P 


ECADE 
SAND ONE THING WE 
ARROW FOR CERTAIN... 





"AT ONE TIME HE 
HAD AN EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT OF 
HIS OWN. 


















[те ТНАТ 
NIGHT... 








у d ላ й 
фа 
AD THAT'S ል SILLY 
Я QUESTION. 
Na ~ 
N 


YOU GUESS 507 
I JUST FOUND OUT THE 
GUY I DEDICATED MOST OF 
MY ADULT LIFE TO WAS WORKING 
FOR THE Fx6KING C.L.A., WHICH 
MEANS BY ALL ACCOUNTS-- 
I WAS WORKING FOR YOU 
IDIOTS ALSO. 
















WE'RE NOT 
ALL IDIOTS, LILY. AND 
HEY, AT LEAST SOME OF 
THAT MURDER AND ESPIONAGE 
YOU PERFORMED WHILE UNDER 
HIS SERVICE HAD SOME 
JUSTICE TO IT. 


YOU AGENTS 
ARE NO LESS SINISTER 
THAN ANY CRIMINAL I'VE 
ENCOUNTERED, YOU JUST 
HAVE THE LAW OF THE 
LAND TO PROTECT 
YOURSELVES. 


LOOK, I'M 
NOT GONNA GET 
INTO A DEBATE 
OVER-- 





--CAN IT. YOU 
RESCUED ME BACK 
THERE. YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO BUT YOU DID. 
YOU OBVIOUSLY NEED 
MY HELP IN SOME WAY 

OR I WOULDN'T BE 
HERE, SO IN RETURN 
I WANT SOMETHING 
N FROM YOU. 











I WANT 
YOU TO SAVE 
ME... AGAIN. 














APOLOGIES, SIR. 
DELAYED, 


OFF 
SCOUTING FOR 
MORE EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS, І 
TRUST? 











YOU HEARD 
ME. SHE TOOK 
KATSE DOWN 
AS WELL. 

















I DON'T 
PAY YOU TO 
BE VAGUE, І 
PAY YOU FOR 
SPECIFICS, 


KAITO IS 
DEAD. 









| AND COPE? 






NOWHERE TO 
BE FOUND. 






J ery “| ure: 


1 p ' 








my 
- Й 
me 
- 4 
EXACTLY. NO 
DOUBT THE C.I.A. 

OR MOSSAD IS መ 
INVOLVED. I'M SORRY, 
MAZUTSU. HE 
WAS A 6000 

MAN. 


па “ээн 
|! pe ni 





NO, HE WASN'T. 
THAT 19 WHY I HIRED 
HIM. YET, NOW AN EVEN 
GREATER PROBLEM 
PRESENTS ITSELF. 
WE MUST 





HAVEN'T FELT A 


60.115 SUCH A HELPLESS 
FEELING, I'LL ADMIT. 


1 CAN KILL A MAN 
IN LESS THAN FIVE 
SECONDS WITH ONE 
ARM TIED BEHIND 
MY BACK. 


141419! 
CAN DO THIS. 
sls 








HEY... WHAT 
RE YOU 
WATCHING? 


== 

AS THE DAYS PASS BY, I FEEL MORE AND MORE TRAPPED. IF THIS IS 日 
WHAT REHAB 16 SUPPOSED ТО BE LIKE, IT'S FAR WORSE THAN I EVER 

IMAGINED. THIS NORMAL ПРЕ STUFF... YOU NEVER GET USED TO IT. F 











а" 
¡| IMPOSITIVE I DRIVE HIM Мита. || 
| AS SOON AS THE WITHDRAWALS | 
KICKED IN, 1 LET OUT ALL МУ 
FRUSTRATIONS ON THE NEAREST | 
3 BREATHING PERSON. Н 









| Nee U 
BUT, TO COPE'S CREDIT, | 
HE WON'T QUIT ON ME. | 
MIGHT ВЕ THE FIRST TIME... | 

_. EVER... THAT SOMEBODY | 
NOT QUIT ON ME. — | 







прес 


ME NW. 
| PRETTY MiA HATE | 
EVERYTHING RIGHT | 

ABOUT NOW. | 





| MAZUTSU-SAN, 
PLEASE! 


HOWEVER, 
AFTER RECENT EVENTS, 
IT’S CLEAR THE DEVOTION 
OF OUR PEOPLE MUST BE PUT 
TO THE TEST. YOU MEN HAVE 
2: BEEN SELECTED NOT BECAUSE 
ў y OF YOUR ABILITIES, OR YOUR 
IT’S NOT - PERSONALITIES, OR BECAUSE 
OF ANY INDISCRETIONS-- 
HIDEKI. NO... 


PON 
JOINING OUR 
ORGANIZATION, 
YOU WERE 


REQUIRED 
TO FIERCELY 
DEVOTE ALL OF 
YOUR LOYALTY À 
TO ME. f 


.“УОМ WERE 
CHOSEN BECAUSE І 
DO NOT COMPLETELY 

TRUST YOU. 


YOU ARE NEW, 

OR INEXPERIENCED, 
OR SIMPLY SUSPICIOUS, 
AND THUS... AN EXAMPLE 
MUST BE MADE TO MY 
VETERANS. 





ያረ መሪ 


5 BY me. TARVER, 
А IF you МАУ? ለ 





THE FREE ELECTRON 
LASER CANNON 15 PART 
OF OUR NEW LINE OF NEXT- 
GEN HARDWARE, AS I'M 
SURE MOST OF YOU 
ARE AWARE. 


MR. TARVER, 
I THINK YOU 
SHOULD HAVE 
THE HONOR. 


LET THIS SERVE 
AS A LESSON TO ALL OF 

US. THIS ORGANIZATION IS 
BUILT ON TRUST. WE LOST ONE 
OF OUR BEST SOLDIERS TO AN 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT ANDA 

TRAITOR BECAUSE THERE 

WAS A FRACTURE IN OUR 

BOND OF LOYALTY. 


WE MUST 
ВЕ SURE OF 
EVERY MEMBER'S 
DEDICATION. ЇЕ 


WE CANNOT BE 
CERTAIN... 





7 «THEN WE 
| MUST ELIMINATE 
ALL DOUBT. 





TO ВЕ CONTINUED. 


/ 
/ 
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The story so far... 


The withdrawals from her past life, as well as 
the demons within have made Lily's p 
as tumultuous as ever. Yet, a 

the codename Cope has 
deadly Executive Assi 









Jain du of 
| d continues 


to grow. Ма tive assistant- 
murdering oil ‚seen fit to issue 
Lilys permar err tion- -a threat not to 
be taken li known for always 
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..І APPRECIATE 
YOU HELPING ME 
GET CLEAN. 








YOU DIDN'T. 
HAVE TO DO 
\ ANYTHING. 





50 WHY THE TRUTH? АТ ANG THEN... 
REALLY? LIFE BEC Aude NO MATTER I DON'T KNOW... 
Ly? 
WHAT VOU THINS Lon AN  YOUKINDA GREW 
AGENT OF JUSTICE. Гр WITNESSED 
TOO MANY CRIMES DONE BY 
КАТО. І COULDN'T BEAR 
ONE MORE, ESPECIALLY 
YOUR DEATH. 


HEY, DON'T GO 
PALING " ММ WITH 
€ OR HING. I'M 
“ጋዮ ТНАТ KINDA 
GIRL. 


COULDN'T 
RESIST, SORRY. 
SHUTTING IT 
NOW. 






50, THAT'S WHAT 


HA, SHUT IT. 


ФОТ 
ҚТА Дал 2 KILLING MACHINE. TAKE OUT 


YOU'RE NOT 
BAD AFTER you 
GET PAST THE 
TOUGH OUTER 
SHELL. 


MAZUTSU FOR YOU. 15 
THAT |T?!? 


LILY, NO 
THAT'S NOT 
HOW-- 


I THINK 
YOU CAN BECOME 
SOMETHING GOOD 
FOR A CHANGE, AND SO 
DOES THE AGENCY. 
THAT WAS THEM 
ON THE PHONE. 


--F*éKING 
Neid IT. I KNEW IT. 
ROBA Є SOMETHING. 


EVER HAPPENING, 
OK? 





SAHI, £HIBA 
PREFECTURE. = 
JAPAN. 7 COME WITH US NOW. 

IF YOU ARE IN DANGER, 
| WHO WILL PROTECT YOU? 


h IÉ SOMETHING WERE TO 
፲ CANNOT Є 
EXPLAIN, IT IS ТОО y “ийж TO YOU 


YOU DANGEROUS YOU 
KNOWING, --NOTHING WILL 


ARE 
ዘ вит q 5 НАРРЕМ ТО МЕ, І 


Hy? በ Фү PROMISE-- 


us 
ВЕ PREPARED TO 
LEAVE IN THE MORNING. 
I HAVE SEEN TO THE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
YOUR DEPARTURE... 
AND WHEN THE TIME 
15 RISHT-- І WILL 
REJOIN YOU 
вотн. 





„ARE 
CORRECT. 
NOTHING WILL 


HAPPEN TO 


YOU, MR. / | W / i 
TARVER. -+-- 





--LOOK АТ 
МУ ЕАСЕ... 












„Амр YOU 
WILL KNOW 
WHY I AM 
HERE. 









SATOMI-- 
TAKE НАВИ 
AN Ч 






р GO: 





ምሪ 
477 





SHOULD BE 
t IHAD МУ 
. PEAD ， “1 ORDERS. 


DO NOT 
PREACH TO ME! 
THE BURNED SOULS OF 
AN ENTIRE ACADEMY WOULD 
DISAGREE WITH YOUR HIGH 


AVE 
A У ORGOTTEN ALL 
ኣ INNOCENT CHILDREN YOU 


MURDERED? 


YOU'VE 
ALREADY TRIED 
| BEFORE! IT DIDN'T | 
END WELL FOR / 
YOU 





ኒ 





“7 


| 


) 


| | ኩ DO YOU 
THINK THIS 15 
A GAME? 
à STAY AWAY 
à FROM HIM! YOU RISK 
# THE CHERISHED 


Ма POSSESSIONS OF 
г ў YOUR LIFE AS IF ТНЕУ 


| ሐ WERE PIECES ON A 
CHESSBOARU. 














ን 

< e SATOMI! WHAT | 
"» ARE YOU DOING?! | 
STAY BEHIND ME! | 


І WILL PROTECT 
you! 





IT IS NOT 
WHAT І HAVE 
SATOMI! DONE, IT WAS THE 
НАВИ! FATE YOU CHOSE 
МӨН YOUR 
MISDEEDS. 


YOU CANNOT 
HIDE FROM THE 
SINS OF YOUR 
PAST. 













THEY WERE 
MY WORLD. WITHOUT. 
THEM... YOU MAY AS 
WELL KILL ME. 


PERHAPSIT 
WILL SWAY YOUR 
FUTURE CHOICES... 
AND YOUR LOMALTIES, 
À FROM THIS POINT 
FORWARD. 





人 一 CC NN 


DON'T WORRY, 
I'M GATHERING MY 
THINGS AND WE CAN 
GO OUR SEPARATE 
WAYS. 








“І KNOW 
YOU MEANT 
WELL EARLIER, I 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
JUMPED ON YOUR 
CASE LIKE I 
DID. 
"M JUST. 
TIRED OF BEING 
PULLED EVERY WHICH 
WAY, NEVER ONCE MAKING 
THE CHOICE ON MY OWN. 
FUTURE'S ALWAYS 
ШУ, DECIDED 
FOR ME. 


፲ UNDERSTAND. 
8uT DO YOU REALLY 
THINK YOU'RE SAFER 
NOW ON YOU 


IWASN'T 
ТЕУІМб TO DECIDE 
YOUR FUTURE, LILY. І 
JUST WANTED YOU TO 
KNOW THERE ARE OTHER 
OPTIONS BESIDES GOING 
BACK TO THE LIFE YOU 
KNEW BEFORE. 


YOU'VE SAVED 
МЕ IN A LOT OF 
WAYS COPE. 


IT HASN'T GONE 
UNNOTICED. 


IT’S JUST. 
I HAVE TRUST 
ISSUES. AND І KNOW 
THAT'S CLICHÉ, BUT IN 
MY PREVIOUS LINE OF 
WORK I THINK YOU CAN 
UNDERSTAND WHERE 
IT’S COMING 
FROM. 


І! 


5% NOT 
REALLY ON MY 
OWN, AM I? 





I CAN ONLY 
HELP YOU IF YOU 
LET ME, LILY. THAT 


HEY, I'M NOT 
AS WELL. ASKING YOU 
TO HELP ME. 









NO, IT MEANS 
TRUSTING YOU-- 
AND YOU ALONE, 


YOUR APOLOGY 
SOUNDS MORE LIKE 


LOST IT A FEW TIMES A DEMAND. P REQUEST. 


IN THE PROCESS. T 
CAN'T JUST GIVE 
ALL ТНАТ ИР, 


I APPRECIATE 
THAT BUT 1 CAN'T 
GUARANTEE ANYTHING. 

AS TERRIBLE AS IT SOUNDS, 
THE AGENCY VIEWS YOU AS AN 
ASSET, ONE THEY BELIEVE I'VE 

BEEN CULTIVATING. IF YOU JUST 
UP AND VANISHED, ГО ВЕ 
THE ONE WHO TAKES 
THE FALL. 


ЕФЄК IT. 


Ги. DO IT-- 
BUT ONLY IF 
YOU PROMISE ME 
YOU WON'T END UP 
SACK ON THE 
STREETS. 


WE HAVE 
HER LOCATION. МУ 
SOURCES IN THE AGENCY 


CONFIRM IT. YOU ARE TO SEE 
TO IT-- PREFERABLY BETTER 
THAN KAITO. YOU ARE TO 
TAKE THE PROTOTYPE 






DO you? 
BECAUSE YOU 
DO NOT SEEM 

YOURSELF, 

TARVER. 


PERHAPS 
YOU ARE STILL IN 
MOURNING? 











..KEEP SECRETS 
FROM ME AGAIN AND 
MY MERCY WILL NOT ВЕ 
AVAILABLE TO YOU, DO 
YOU UNDERSTAND? 





WEAPON. IT 15 READY, 
UNDERSTOOD? 


UNDERSTOOD. 


AND YOU ARE 
MY MOST TRUSTED 
ADVISOR. 


APOLOGIES MAZUTSU. 
I SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT 
BETTER OF IT-- YOU FAULT 
YOURSELF AS YOU 
SHOULD, FOR IN OUR LINE 
OF WORK THERE 16 NO ROOM 
FOR EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT. 
YET, I FIND MYSELF ALLOWING 
FORGIVENESS FOR YOUR LIES. 
YOUR PAST DEVOTION HAS 
AFFORDED YOU THAT IN 
THE LEAST. HOWEVER... 


І DO, MAZUTSU. 
I THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR KINDNESS. 


DO NOT THINK 
OF IT. YOU WILL REMAIN 
АТ MY SIDE-- AND YOU ALONE 
WILL DELIVER LILY TO ME, DEAD 
OR ALIVE, AND REGAIN MY 
TRUST. ARE WE IN 


AGREEMENT? 


ALWAYS... 
4 MAZUTSU. 
«3 





" 


KNOW, 
I'M GONNA MISS 
THIS Р.О.5. 










I'M NOT. I'D 
RATHER BE IN THE 
GAME AGAIN. 





JUST DON'T 
MAKE ME REGRET 
ІТ. I'M PUTTING МУ ASS 
OUT THERE TO GIVE YOU 
A CHANCE AT A NEW 
BEGINNING. 


SEE THAT YOU 
FOLLOW THROUGH 
ON YOUR END OF 

THE BARGAIN. 


YOU HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
WOR-- 


COPE, YOU 
TRAITOR. ONE 
DOWN. 


GOING ROGUE. 
HELPING AN "ASSET" 
ESCAPE. I'D SAY THE 
GAME 15 ABOUT TO GET 
MUCH MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR YOU GOING 
FORWARD. 


I'LL GET 
ВУ. IT’S WHAT 
IDO. 





























d 3 2 
7 4 ። ኤኤ ] 
=) | 1 
y 7 FIRE ON ME WHEN Fj РА 
- k | | 
ти = 111 п =. 
መ ын о-ө” 
| HE'LL BE EXPECTING ME Пе. 
ТО TAKE THE STARS. - Сена 





БСЖ 
OTHER ALTERNATIVES 
AHLIBLETO ME. 


En 


аж 























GET UP. I " 
WANT TO SEE 


YOUR FACE. YOU 
WANTED ME, 


HERE I AM. 


THAT'S WHERE 
YOU'RE WRONG. I 
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU PEOPLE ARE 
CAPABLE OF. 


T's 
YOU WHO 15 
WRONG-- 


TO TAKE YOU 
OUT-- ALONG WITH 
THE PROTOTYPE 
WEAPON YOU STAND 
ABOVE-- ONE WE 
HAVE... NNGH... 
ENSURED WILL NOT 
BE RETURNING 
FROM THIS 
TEST. 


СОРЕ'5 BODY 
CAN ATTEST TO 
THAT. YOUR BOSS 








YOU THINK... 
NGGH... THIS 15 
GONNA STOP HIM? 
HE WILL NEVER STOP. 
YOU KNOW TOO 
MUCH. HE WILL 

NEVER CEASE. 


IPN YOU KNOW, T 
DIDN'T EVEN KNOW 
TAKEO WORKED FOR 
THE С..А, BEFORE 


COPE TOLU ME, 
YOU IDIOTS, 


UNTIL EVERY TRACE 
OF TAKEO IS 
RIDDEN. 


YOU CAN DEFEAT 
ME. KILL ME EVEN. T 
HAVE NOTHING TO 
LIVE FOR ANYMORE, 
REGARDLESS. 





BUT, | 
8 MAZUTSU... ዲ 


А 


Ni 
H 











«НЕ WILL 
BE YOUR END, 
ASSASSIN. 


| IWILLSEE 
| YOU SOON, 
НІТОМІ. 
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ITS WHAT DRIVES 7 
| ME. ADESTINY І 


[ГЕ CANT ESCAPE... £ 
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MATTER HOW HARD I TRY TO | 


LA || 


RE BLOOD. 1 GUESS І JUST CAN'T || 


|| _ MO 
|| ESCAPE IT. NO 
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TARVER'S 
REMAINS HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN TO THE CITY 
MORGUE, SIR. 


THANK 
YOU, YOU MAY 
SEE YOURSELF 

OUT. 


AN UNFORTUNATE 
TURN OF EVENTS. 


INDEED IT IS. IF 
TARVER SUCCEEDED, 
HE'D HAVE RID ME OF AN 
INCESSANT NUISANCE, YET І 
KNEW HE WOULD BE UNABLE 
TO 20. So. LILY HAS PROVEN 

OO HARD A TARGET. 


4 біт 
NOT ልፍ YOU 
PLANNED? 


YET, THE 
TRAGEDY OF 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
REMAINS А FACT. TARVER 
WAS ONE OF МУ BEST 
MEN. HIS LOSS WILL 
SURELY ВЕ FELT. 


IT WAS 
A NECESSITY. HIS 
LOYALTY WAS IN 
DOUBT. 





IT WAS NOT 
IN DOUBT. IT WAS 
CERTAIN. HIS PRIVATE 
LIFE, HIS РАМШУ-- HIS 
SECRETS-- MADE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
DEVOTE TRUST 
IN HIM. 


I THOUGHT 

HIS INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE EXECUTIVE ASSIS- 
TANT ACADEMY WOULD 
STEEL HIS NERVES, BUT 
I ADMIT TO МУ MISCAL- 

CULATION OF HIS 

LOYALTY. 


YOUR MISSION 
WAS UNAVOIDABLE. 
THEY HAD TO BE ELIMI- 
NATED AND SO UID HE. 
YOU ACCOMPLISHED 
THE TASK WELL... 


WITH PLEASURE, 
MASTER. 





YOUR 
NEXT MISSION 
|5 CLEAR? Í 


БОД 






OF COURSE. 
LILY WILL 
SOON FOLLOW 
IM TO T 
AFTERLIFE. 









Ed 
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THE SEAS NEAR 
TONGATAPU ISLAN 


THE OCEAN WINDS ABIDE OUR 
MEETING. NORMALLY, THIS TIME 
OF THE SEASON, THE TIDES 
HAVE A MIND OF THEIR OWN. 


HOWEVER, TODAY, 
NOTHING BUT CALM SEAS 
FOR ENDLESS KNOTS. 
Tp Shy... 








ТАМ 
IT'S A PERFECT | AN EXECUTIVE 
A ASSISTANT. DO 
DAY ТО PERISH. | - -— YOU KNOW WHAT 
2817 ТНАТ (9? 


à Үл 
IT MEANS I 
AM THE MASTER 
OF YOUR FATE. 


І WOULD DO SO 
WILLINGLY AND WITH 
MUCH PLEASURE, IF YOU PLEASE-- 
WOULD JUST DIVULGE I'M JUST A VESSEL 
THE INFORMATION MERCHANT. I HAVE 
І SEEK. NOT CROSSEU YOU 
IN ANY WAY. 


HRRGGH! WHO 
ARE УОИ?! WHY 
HAVE YOU TAKEN 

МЕ HOSTAGE?! 


YOU SPEAK 
THE TRUTH. 
HOWEVER... 


.-УОМЕ MOTIVE 
І COULD CARE 
LESS ABOUT. IT 15 
THE INFORMATION 
YOU POSSESS І 
COVET. 


WHICH OF 
YOUR SHIPS ON Аз 
15 CARRYING THE CAPTIVE 
MEN TAKEN 8Y THE TONGAN 
GOVERNMENT? GIVE 
ME A NAME. 


* AUTOMATIC 
IDENTIFICATION 
SYSTEM. 


REALLY, YOU 
CAN MAKE 
THIS EASY ON 


SHE IS 
CAPABLE. 


YOURSELF. 


І WARNED 
YOU NEVER 
TO DOUBT 
5ОРНОВА. 


HOW МАМУ 
DIFFERENT BREEDS 
ОР 5HARK INFEST 
THESE WATERS? 


ALRIGHT! 
JUST PLEASE, 
GET ME UP! 


NOT BEFORE-- 


--THE SEA 
VOYAGER?! 


THAT 15 THE 

NAME OF THE 

VESSEL, NOW 
PLEASE!!! 


WAIT! І TOLD ነ 
YOU WHAT YOU 
WANTED! 


DO NOT FRET. 
І ALWAYS KEEP 
MY WORD-- 


--YOU ARE 





UNPISCL 
LOCATION. 


YOU DRINK 
WHILE WE 
ORK? 


THIS DOES 
NOT SEEM FAIR 
TO ME. 


7 YOUR INSTINCTS 
ARE WELL FOUNDED, 
GANO. IT 15 NoT 
FAIR, A5 ARE MANY 
THINGS IN LIFE. 


IF I WERE те, TANG 

THIS ROPE HERE AND 
STRANGLE YOU. Wn IT, 
YOU WOULD BE UNABLE 
TO STOP ME-- THAT IS 

UNFAIR, IS IT NOT? 


uM... 
DEFINITELY, 
NFAIR. 


HAHAHAHA! 


LET ME DOWN 
THIS FIRST. 


| И Ж = SURE THING, 


YET, I CHOOSE 
; NOT TO KILL YOU ON A. 
DAILY BASIS. 50, WHILE ON ‘ 
THE ONE HAND IT MIGHT APPEAR 
ТО BE WRONG THAT YOU WORK | PSYCHO 
WHILE I WATCH, REALLY, THE BITCH. 
ALTERNATIVE COULD BE MUCH 
WORSE. CORRECT? 





YOU WOULD 
BE WISE NOT TO 
LET ges HEAR 

SUCH WORUS, 
MARKEL 


TIKOTE KNOWS 
MY LOYALTY LIES UNDER 
HIS FLAG-- ALWAYS. BUT 
IT ENDS WITH HIS HAND. 
I DON'T TAKE ORDERS 
FROM HER, OR YOU, 
LANDON. 


THE WOM 
DOESN'T DO ANY THING 
WE CANNOT, YET SHE IS 
TREATED AS LA NOCHE 
TRISTE, OR SOME OTHER 
LOST TREASURE. 





EASE YOURSELF, 
I DID NOT INTEND ТО 
ክው АЗАЙ ALTHOUGH THE 


ASK {5 NOT TOO “ое 
DIFFICULT. Ч | | 


DO NOT CONCERN 
YOURSELF WITH MY : 
FEELINGS. T KNOW МУ 
PLACE, AND THOSE WHO 
DO NOT WILL SOON / 
DISCOVER THEIRS. 4 


TOUGH WORDS, 
MARKEL. 


ONES I 
ANTICIPATE 
YOU WILL ENFORCE 
ON YOUR NEXT 










OF COURSE, 
TIKOTE T I REMAIN 
READY FOR THE 
TASK-- ALWAYS. 






COUNT ÓN "me, 
воз 





МЕ SHALL 
SEE АВОМТ 
ТНАТ, 





о 
° 
Suz 
ጋሬ 
%%5 
В 
SES 
Oth 
y 
x 
є 





WE'LL HAVE 
TO WORK ON 
YOUR DEFINITION 
OF THE WORD 





IDON'T CRY MYSELF TO ӨР! 
THESE DAYS, BUT, I WILL NEVER ALLOW 


EN І NEVER 





THAT (5 BESIDE THE 
POINT. WE DO WHAT WE 
MUST FOR SURVIVAL, FOR 
EACH OTHER. BUT, TO LET 
А WOMEN LIKE НЕР KICK 


YOUR ASS IN FRONT OF 
THE CREW, WHAT DO YOU 
THINK THEY WILL SAY? 





WHERE 15 
YOUR HONOR, 


NO ONE BUT 
УОИ QUESTIONS г. 
SHE IS TIKOTÉ'5 EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT. SHE 15 TRAINED 
TO KILL, ОО YOU SUSPECT 
YOU WOULD FARE 
BETTER? 





IDO 
NOT SUSPECT-- 
I KNOW. 


SHE MAY BE 
TRAINED IN THE 
ART OF KILLING, 
BUT I AM BREU 

FOR IT. 








„ЕТ US SHOW 
THE CREW OF THE 
SEA VOYAGER THE 
TRUTH BEHIND MY 
WORDS. 















SOPHORA. 





ще 


15 THAT 
WHAT YOU ARE, 


AN INTRUDER? PERHAPS 
I SHOULD SNAP YOUR 
N HERE AND 






LANDON, 
DON'T STARTLE 
ME LIKE THAT. 


I ASSUMED YOU'D 
BE UNAFRAID OF 
ALL INTRUDERS. 


s WHATEVER 
YOU WANT ME 
ТО ВЕ. 





YOU 
JUST HAD 
ME. 


X. 


WHATEVER 
FEE OU 
ARE DEVELOPING 
ARE FRUITLESS. Т 
CANNOT LEAVE 
HIS SHADOW. 





I MEAN ALL 
OF YOU. 


YOU, SOPHORA. 
NOTHING |S FRUITLESS 
WHEN IT COMES 















. |5 МОТ AN 
OPTION. TIKOTE 
15 MY MASTER, 
AND ALWAYS 
WILL BE. 


YOU DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND, YOUR 


OES NOT 60 
UNRETURNED, BUT IF IT 
WEREN'T FOR ТІКОТЕ, 
I WOULDN'T EVEN 
BE HERE... 





AT FIRST, IT WASN'T WHAT T i 
EXPECTED. 1 ASSUMED ALL MASTERS WERE 
F AFFLUENT TRAIT 


"HE WAS DIFFERENT. P 
| AND HE DIDN'T SPEAK 





ONLY IN STOLEN PICTURES 
DT SEEN THE WATER, EUT 


| ни = O 
jÎ IXNENTAGRESTOF THE | 
CREW BELIEVED НЕ A JOKE, 
BUT, 1 PAID NO MIND TO ILI 
WAS UNDER THE CAPTAIN’ 2 





17771723 
THE BEST-- MY ABILITIES ከ 
WERE Fl IR BETTER THAN | 


p: 
ЛЕН 
m 





THAT IS WHEN І LEARNED THE TRUE COST 
OF THE PLEASURES I FOUND AT SEA. m: 





WASTE 
OF F*3tKING 
TIME. THERE'S 


THIS LIFESTYLE... 
IT REQUIRES A LACK 
OF EMOTION. EVEN YEARS 


WHY? 
THEY DIDN'T DO 
ANYTHING. 


IT’S МОТ 
WHAT THEY'VE 


THEY'VE SEEN. ACT 
LIKE YOU BELONG 
AND SEE TO 
YOUR TASK! 





HE 15 
MY MASTER, 
ANU ALWAYS 
WILL BE. 


WITHOUT 
HIM, I WOULD 
NEVER HAVE FOUND 
THE SEA. FOUND A 
NEW LIFE... FOUND 
you. 





50, YOU 
SEE, І CANNOT 
BETRAY THE TRUS 
HE HAS GIVEN ME. 
I AM SORRY. 









DO NOT 
SPEAK FOOLISH! 
DO YOU WISH TO 

SEE МЕ-- US-- 
BOTH DEAD?! 


. BECAUSE I 


HAVE YOu. 


EVEN 
IF IT MEANS 
MUTINY. 











I ONLY 
SEEK OUR 
FREEDOM -- 
TOGETHER, 
NO MATTER 
WHAT THE 
COST. 








Tre NEXT NICHT... 
> WAS ዊዊ 
NN 1 
N N 


У WE SUBDUE THE 
Й CREW FIRST, THEN 
MOVE ON THE SCORE, 
UNDERSTOOD? _ 





pp -- 
Í 










„У | 


WE ARE TAUGHT 





THIS SHIP 
15 EMPTY, 
THERE'S NO 
ONE-- 









„МУ FLOWER. І 
HAVE А SPECIAL 
SURPRISE FOR 
you. 





JUDGING FROM 
YOUR REACTION, MY 
SUSPICIONS ARE NOT 


YOU ALL THIS TIME, 
SOPHORA? 


YES, TIKOTE! YOU 
ARE A JUST AND 
// FORGIVING MASTER. 
1 ሪ PLEASE DO МОТ HURT 
| $ HIM, HE HAS DONE 
/ NOTHING. IT IS ALL 
MY FAULT! 





» 
r. 


LIES. YOUR LOVER 
CONFESSEU EVERYTHING 


DEATH [2 IMPRESSIVE, ВИТ 


BECAUSE 
ALSO HIS ULTIMATE NOW HIS PLANS 


SHORTCOMING. FOR MUTINY ARE 
FINISHED-- AND 
HÉ WILL DIE... 
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4 ТУЕ SEEN YOU 
ON DECK. WE'VE YET 
TO FORMALLY МЕЄТ-- 
I'M LANDON. YOU'RE ДИ 

SOPHORA RIGHT? ፊሪ 


MOVE IT, ` 


RECRUIT! 








I KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE, NEW 
FISH. AND SINCE 
YOU ALREADY 
KNOW ME... 





1 WAS COLD-HEARTED 


THEN, BUT IT WAS ONLY ON 
THE SURFACE. BELOW, I 









YOURSELF: 





--lT'5 JUST NOTHING! 
ДЕ ALL ЖЭЛ IN THE TASK 


TO RETURN YOU. 











IT'5 OKAY 


LEAVE ME 
ALONE. 


N’ 


FEEL SOMETHING, 
YOU KNOW. 





O! IT'S... 


IAM UNDER 

CONTROL... 
PROMISE, T 

TIKOTE. 


TO 


I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO DISTURB 
YOU... IT'S ONLY-- YOU 
LOOK LIKE YOU COULD 
USE SOMEONE TO TALK J 
TO. І KNOW ТНА / 


SOUNDS CLICHE. 






HOW ABOUT 
SOMEONE TO 
LISTEN? 


YOU 
MESS! Ao RO. 





ELL... YOU 








I'M SORRY 
ТІНДЕ IT's 


T- - 











HEH. NOT 
HARD ТО 
MISS 























YOU CHOSE 
THIS БАТЕ-- NOW 
DEAL WITH THE 
RESULT OF YOUR 
DECISION. 


Se 
M e 
Nas 
3, 
т... 
ሸም ሪ 










ТІКОТЕ, PLEASE. 
I TRIED TO WARN НІМ. 
TRIED TO GET HIM TO 
STOP BEFORE-- 













--TELL МЕ, SOPHORA. 
HOW AM I TO TRUST YOU 
FROM THIS POINT ON? I 
КЕНЕЛЕ er You. 

AVE YOU N LIFE-- AND 
Orns 15 THE REPAYMENT. 
FOR MY ACTIONS? WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO?! 








=> Ф 
ER » 2 BANG 





22 


* 
A nananana SA 


Ш З гж ке 
Nk 






YOU TWO! 
FIND HER! 


ж 


2 
| х — 
/ а 
j ? ا‎ 


| 


I'LL HANDLE 
THE LOVER. 


а 


SPLIT UP! 
T'LL ТАКЕ THIS / 
END. GRAB HER | чі 
FLANK. | 
і | 
х. 








IRRNGH... 


WHAT АМ... 
Z DOING?! YOU 
TWO ARE THE 
MUTINOUS 
ONES! 


THAT 15... NOT 
WHAT 15 GOING ON! 
тм NOT GOING TO 局 
HURT YOU! 





7 IT'S TIME FOR 
YOU TO FINALLY 
DIE, WOMAN. THIS 
LIFE WAS NEVER 
MEANT FOR 
you. 


THIS 15 
HOW YOU ALWAYS 
IMAGINED IT WOULD 
END FOR ME, AMT 
RIGHT MARKEL? 


IT MUST 
PLEAS 
you. 





FOOLISH BOY! 
WHAT 15 YOUR 
PROBLEM?! 


УОИ ARE THE 
€ WHO HAS LOST HIS 
WAY, MARKEL. YOU PLACE 
THIS LIFESTYLE ABOVE THAT 
о R BROTHER'S LIFE. IT (ወ 

TIME YOU ARE TAUCHT THE 

SEHOOD OF YOUR 

CHOICES. 


YOU HAVE NO 
FRIENDS OUT HERE! 
YOU HAVE LOST YOUR 
ЖАР YOU вотн 


ም መ 











ККИК 
є» 






YOU 
CAN'T HIDE, 
TRAITOR! 


^^ 


--15 DEAD! 
AND SOON, YOU 


WILL SHARE 
НЕВ-- 





GRAB 
HIM! 





YOU SHOULD 
HAVE TRUSTED 


КГ 


унэт? 











ТНАО МО 
THOUGHTS OF 
MUTINY. 







DON’T GIVE HIM AN 
EXPLANATION-- 


--2НИТ 
ИР! 


МО MATTER 
WHAT НЕ SAID, МО 

MATTER WHAT YOU THINK 

YOU KNOW-- YES, I UID 
FALL FOR HIM. YES, І WAS 

UNHAPPY AND YES ፲ ОО 

CARRY GUILT FOR МУ 
PAST ACTIONS. 


YET, L 
AM LOYAL ABOVE 
ALL ELSE. YOU GAVE 
МЕ THIS LIFE AND І 
WOULD NEVER HAVE 
BETRAYEU YOU. 


УОИ SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN 
THIS! 





I AM NOT 
YOU. I WILL NOT 
KILL YOU. THAT WOULD 
TOO 


BE EASY-- AND 
ONLY ADD TO MY 
REMORSE. 





IAM 
BETTER THAN 
THAT! 





que 







1 ONCE BELIEVED SERVING 
YOUR MASTER WAS A TASK 










WITHOUT 








“ላ 
(МЛ 
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The story so far. а 







Previously in "Life After Death", Executive 
Assistant Lily thought that fighting her way 
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HE WAS ONE OF 
OUR ASSOCIATES, 
YES, НЕ WAS A 

MAN. 








AND 


i III 


THIS WELL 





т мизт 
ТАКЕ THIS. PLEASE 
EXCUSE МЕ. 


OF COURSE. 
ANYTHING I 
CAN DO TO HELP, 
PLEASE DO NOT 
HESITATE TO 
ASK. 


YES, ІТ 15 TARVER... 
HE SUFFERED SEVER 
BRAIN CONTUSIONS 
FROM THE FALL. DIED 
ON IMPACT. 


YES, SIR. T 
UNDERSTANU. 





Impe . 


Сұл 


ai xb. 




















ሯጩ 


ЕЛ ДЕ 
[o IANTMAE H 
| AMÉNDS FOR THE 
PAST, FOR WHAT HAS 
LED 10 THIS PONT... 
TS BUT, I PROMISE... 











Y oF = = 
ET I SHOULD HAVE PROTECTED YOU AS A MOTHER, 
| AS MY ONLY DAUGHTER. INSTEAD I INTRODUCED 
ON TO HS UFE- AND LED YOU TO THS. 





I’M IMPRESSED. 
MY SECURITY MEASURES ARE а --ЕЗРЕСАЦУ 


QUITE ADVANCED AND REQUIRE ONE OF MY WORST 
GREAT SKILL TO OVERCOME, STUDEN 
EVEN FOR AN EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT-- 


N 
THE TECH 15 MORE ፎም 
ADVANCED TO BREAK, YOU EXPELLED FOR 
вит THE THEORY'S STILL REASON. 
THE SAME. IT JUST REQUIRES 
PATIENCE AND PLANNING. YOU 
TAUGHT ME THAT AS WELL, LOOK AT YOU, 
SO REALLY, YOU SHOULD ፊ YOU'RE A FAILURE. 
BE PROUD. TWO ACADEMIES, 
TWO CHANCES TO 
SUCCEED AND YOU 
WERE BANISHED FROM 
TH. YOU COULD NOT 
“VEN PROTECT YOUR 
MASTER AND CAN 
BARELY PROTECT 
YOURSELF! 


AND NOW YOU 
THINK YOU HAVE 
OUTSMARTED ME, 
BUT YOU HAVE 
FORGOTTEN-- 








Mi | --І AM THE 
i | TEACHER! = 






бООО BOy SHOW 


HER WHAT WE DO TO GRRRRRRR 


— 


“жах 


ж ИТ 
Er 





AND THIS DOG, WELL, 
IT JUST WANTS TO RIP 
MY THROAT OUT. 


NNNNNGHH... 
SORRY... 








THE 0065 
DEATH-- THAT’S 
ON YOu. Ж 


ЛЕ! 4 
ЭР”, = 
GE 
YOU CANNOT 
DEFEAT ME ALONE, 
LILY. 1 AM TOO WELL 
TRAINED. ~, 
Р, 17 > ረ 3 





YOU DON'T... 
Ман... HAVE ТО 
DIE FOR HIM! JUST... 
TELL ME WHERE 
MAZUTSU 15! 
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d 
OU 
ми d 4 f. 


(2 у 


"T 





THE FIRING CHAMBER 15 
STILL NOT REACTING WITH 
THE RECOIL AS WE'D HOPED, 
BuT WE'RE CERTAIN IT WILL 
ВЕ READY FOR PROTOTYPE 
TESTING BY THE END OF 
THE WEEK. 


| МАКЕ 
SURE THAT 
ІТ 16. ДУ 


YOUR 
GIRL 15 DEAD. 
I THOUGHT YOU 
SHOULD HEAR 
Іт ROM ME 
FIRST. 


LILY, I PRESUME. 50, 
WE FINALLY SPEAK. YOU 
ARE QUICKLY BECOMING 

MORE TROUBLE THAN YOU 

ARE WORTH. LILAC WAS 

A VALUABLE ASSET 

TO МЕ. 


AH, BUT YOU 
SEE, THAT 15 WHERE 
YOU ARE INCORRECT. YOU 
MAY HAVE KILLED LILAC... 
А5 WELL AS TARVER, ВИТ TO 
MISTAKE ME FOR ONE OF 
THEM WOULD 8E A 6ROSS 
MISCALCULATION. 





I WILL NEVER 
STOP HUNTING 
YOu-- OR 
YOUR КІМО. 


LILAC WAS 
SIMPLY A MEANS TO 

AN END. HER DEATH WAS 
AN EVENTUALITY AS YOURS 
15 AS WELL. YOU EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS ALL SHARE A 

SIMILAR FATE. YOU ARE 

WEAPONS ТО BE USED 

AS I SEE FIT. 


YOU'LL NEVER 
CONTROL US-- 
VILLONE TRIED THAT 
AND IT EARNED HIM 
A BULLET IN THE 
TEMPLE. 


YOU'RE 
NEXT-- COUNT 
ON IT. I'M COMING 
FOR YOU. 


I LOOK 
FORWARD TO THE 
CHALLENGE. 


MEANS TO 
AN END. 


I ALREADY DO 
CONTROL YOU, LILY, 
YOU JUST HAVE YET 

` TO REALIZE IT. 


APOLOGIES FOR 
THE INTERRUPTION, 
PLEASE CONTINUE. 
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ON МУ 
THEY RARELY 
DO. 
^ “ S 


HEH. I 
KNOW THAT 
LIFESTYLE 
WELL. 





ГІ 
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ery 
| 
Ыы» ћ | 
E „Ва. 
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"x 
Li 


L. Ја 


PETITES 





A EN ROSE 
2 NOT SINCE 
ATES VILLONES DEATH. 
SHE HAS MUCH SHE 
NEEDS TO SORT 
OUT Т IMAGINE. 


„1 SEE YOU'RE 
STILL KEEPING UP 
APPEARANCES. 


SOMEONE WANTS 
ME DEAD, IRIS. SOMEONE 
WITH CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES 
AT HIS DISPOSAL TO MAKE IT 
HAPPEN. I'VE ALREADY TAKEN 
OUT SEVERAL OF HIS PEOPLE-- 
AS WELL AS HIS EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT, LILAC... 


BUT... I 
CAN’T REACH 
HIM ALONE. 


WHY ARE 
YOU HERE, LILY? 


you're OBVIOUSLY | 
IN TROUBLE, SO | 
ТЕН. МЕ. Á 





Fr ANN 


YOUR NEW » Ч ч x 
MASTER MUST В BIA тнагзном N 
BE LOADED, 1 [A Ixnow ዶልፀሪህፐ 
— — ЇГ | mazursu. HE НАЗ | 
\ AFLEANINCH 后 
b. THICK. 


WELL, 

THAT'S JUST [ፐ-- в 
MY NEW EMPLOYER HET 
15 NOT A MASTER 

AT ALL... 





AT LEAST LET 
МЕ EXPLAIN WHY 
I'M WORKING WITH 
THEM. I THINK WE 
CAN HELP-- 


SORRY, 

IRIS. BESIDES THE 
TRUST ISSUES I HAVE 
WITH THEM, THE LAST 
PERSON FROM THE CIA 
WHO HELPED ME OuT 

ENDED UP DEAD. 


THIS IS ል 

DIFFERENT LOOK, YOU 
DON'T HAVE ТО 

SITUATION. BONT Aa ТО 

BELIEVE 
ME! NEEDED TO FIND OUR 
қ WAY AFTER WHAT 
HAPPENED-- І 
GET IT. 


вит r 
PLAN TO KILL 
MAZUTSU, AND I 
CAN'T HAVE THAT Ё 
ТУРЕ OF HEAT == 


- = 

AROUND ME. > 

NOT NOW. >= ሪ ሪሪ 
4 


а 


І HOPE YOU 
UNDERSTAND. ይጩ 


WAIT! 
3 YOU NEED TO 
KNOW--! 





HINJUKU DISTRICT, 







COUNTY MORGUE. 





1 РАУ EARLIER. 


I’M SURPRISED 
YOU ACCEPTED MY 
INVITATION TO 
MEET HERE-- 


--AMONGST 
THE DEAD. 





АМО OFFER 
MY SERVICES. 


IMUST 
WARN YOU, 
EVERY ASSOCIATE 
BEFORE YOU MET 
THE SAME FATE 
AS THIS TRYING 
TO KILL HER. 





YES, BUT I 
HAVE SOMETHING 
THEY DON'T-- 
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..I SEE FIERCE- 


NESS IN THEM. 
UNADULTERATED 
HUNGER FOR 
BLOOD. 


I MEANT 
THE LEOPARD 
AND I. NOT 
YOU AND I. 


INVOLVED IN THE ACT. WHAT 
IT MEANS TO BE THE 
PREDATOR. IT’S A 
SHAME, REALLY. 





15 THAT WHAT ብቐ 


YOU THINK? THAT I 
WANT ТО SPILL BLOOD FOR 
BLOOD? THAT AVENGING 
MY DAUGHTER'S DEATH 
WILL СМЕ ME SOME TYPE 
OF CATHARTIC 
CLOSURE? 
I DIDN'T 
ASK YOU TO MEET 
ТЛЕ 
THOSE BEFORE. 2 < w. 
WANTER TO EXPECT YOU 


TO-- 


--ВЕСАИФЕ 
YOU'D BE RIGHT. 
| 3 DO WANT REVENGE. | 
I WANT THE PEOPLE WHO 
| PUT МУ DAUGHTER IN 
THE GROUND TO FEEL 
THE SAME PAIN 
SHE DIU. 


ASK МЕ FOR MY HELP 
DON'T WASTE YOUR | 1 | ча DUNCAN 
BREATH TRYING TO "і 5 ИШОМЕ-- DID HE HAVE 

dans шин | | У 1 ASSOCIATES? 


THAT'S NOT 
IT. I MEAN... YES, I DO 
NEED HELP. ВИТ, І САМЕ 
TO YOU BECAUSE YOU 
UNDERSTAND SACRIFICE. 
WHAT IT MEANS TO LOSE 
EVERYTHING. VIOLET WAS 
AN ALLY TO ME AS WELL, 
DON'T FORGET. 


I CAN 
РО YOU ONE 
BETTER. 
2-7 WE CAN TELL 


YOU WHO WAS 
PULLING HIS 
STRINGS. 





ORCHID? 


YOU'RE ነ 
MIXED UP IN 
THIS ALSO? 


I HAVE 
MY REASONS. MY 
MIND... THE MICRO 
CHIP, SINCE IT WAS 
REMOVED-- 


--WELL, LET'S 
JUST SAY I NEED 
TO FIND ANSWERS 
ТО WHAT THE HELL 

THEY PUT IN ME, OR 
I'LL NEVER BE THE 
SAME AGAIN. 


e VILLONE? 
EWASN'T 

THE MAN AT 
THE TOP? 


CANIT EVER 


LIVING IN THE 
RAY. 


ү CAN. AND THIS 
15 YOUR CHANCE. I'M BEING 
HUNTED ў HIS BOSS, А MAN NAMED 
MAZUTSU. AND QUITE FRANKLY-- 
WE ALL ARE. NO SOONER WILL HE BE 
DONE WITH ME BEFORE HE COMES 
LOOKING FOR YOU TWO. 


THIS 15 OUR ONLY 
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE 
ІТ TO HIM, BEFORE IT'S ТОО 
LATE. ORCHID CAN GET HER 
ANSWERS. YOU CAN GET 
CLOSURE. 





чу ой. 


LY THESE АВЕ НЕ ай 
Î THE ONES I'VE 
м PRIORITIZED. > 
А р 
ON THIS 


ы. 








YOU WERE. 
UNTIL I KNEW I 
COULD TRUST 
you. 








OF COURSE, MY 


„I HAVE 
HARDWARE RARELY DOUBTS OF ITS 
FAILS. VILLONE MIGHT HAVE FUNCTIONALITY. 

N INTO HIS SHARE OF 
DIFFICULTIES, BUT THAT 19 
THE IMPORTANCE OF FIELD 

TESTING. BUT, THE 

NEW CHIP... 














I TAKE OFFENSE NOW... 

TO THAT. MY LOYALTY TO WE MUST 
MY PEOPLE HAS NEVER BEEN ጨጨጨ DECIDE WHICH 
QUESTIONED. IF YOU HELP ME OF THEM WILL 

TAKE THE REST OF THEM OUT, GO FIRST. 
І WILL RETURN THE FAVOR IN 
KIND-- WELL, YOUR CHIP 
I MEAN. МОТ YOU. 


WELL, OBVIOUSLY 
THEY ARE ALL DANGEROUS 
IN THEIR OWN REGARD, BUT 

HER-- SHE COULD ВЕ ል 
HUGE PROBLEM. 


THE GIRLS 
WILL MOST LIKELY 


LOOK TO GROUP ИР, 
CONSIDERING OUR INTEL 
TELLS US LILY ISIN 
THE STATES. 


BUT, THEY WILL 
NEED CONSIDERABLE 
RESOURCES TO ATTEMPT 
TO FIGHT BACK. WE MUST 
FIRST DEBILITATE THEIR 
CAPABILITIES. IN THAT 
REGARD... 








| ፳፻፪ «our First 
| - CHOICE ls 
з А сме” 
Дунае INDIA. 25 
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«WHAT 15 
THE MATTER, 
MY DEAR?» 





«WHO HAS 
RILED YOU 
507» 


чі 








"У 


YOUR STUN yo y 


-твит 
IT SLOWED 
YOU DOWN 
ENOUGH! 














pay, 


ГА. 





IT's GOOD TO SEE YOU, 
LOTUS. I THOUGHT I'D MAKE 
IT A SURPRISE ENTRANCE. І 
DO LOVE SURPRISES. 






ит-- 

ину ARE 

YOU DOING 
THIS?! 


DOES IT 
MATTER? WHAT 
UID YOU THINK? ALL OF US 
ASSASSINS WOULD ALWAYS 
GET ALONG? ВЕ ONE HAPPY 
FAMILY? IRIS COULD BE OUR 
MOTHER? СМОМ, YOU KNOW 
HOW THE GAME I5 PLAYED. WE 
GO TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. 
IT'S WHAT WE DO. NOT ALL 
OF US ARE MADE OF 
MONEY. 


BITCH. I NEVER 
TRUSTED YOU TO BEGIN 
WITH. YOU THINK YOUR 
SCHOOLING WILL HELP 
YOU AGAINST A REAL 
> ASSASSIN? 


I WAS 
BORN INTO 
THIS! 





DID YOU THINK 
I WOULDN'T DO MY 
HOMEWORK? IT'S A ЗТим 
IMPULSE TRIGGER. YOU 
INSPIRED ME WITH YOUR 
OWN GADGETS. 


NOW, HAVE 
YOU PLAYED ALL 
YOUR TRICKS? OR 
CAN I END YOU THE 
OLD-FASHIONED 
WAY? 


| HERE, воў! 


DINNER! 





==፲ АМ ል 
PROFESSIONAL! 





DON'T wORRY 
YOUR PRETTY LITTLE 
HEAD OFF, IT WILL ONLY 
DEBILITATE YOU. TAINT 
YOUR SENSE OF ы 
MOVEMENT. i 4 I WANT 
{ THE JOY ОЕ 
KILLING YOU 
MYSELF. 



















.. Л 
, 5 i . š + D D 2 і 
; ; А ak ከፍች 
DID YOU SEE й ፣ ú < 
" THAT THROW? I : " . 
STILL GOT IT. Е Eb o ЭЭ” 3 
D , " ? ^ 4 ሰ 
. С ке ^ 2 .. 4 
š І COULD'VE 1 pru К х 
НЇТ ТНАТ 5НОТ у 
AS WELL. 


LADIES, DID 
YOU FORGET WHAT 
THE OBJECTIVE (5 
HERE? 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR MIND, ROSE? 
LOTUS CAME TO OUR 
AID-- HELPED YOU 
WHEN WE TOOK ON 
VILLONE! 







I... DON'T 

WELL LOOK ҮР 

AT THIS, А NEED YOUR 
REUNION? ] 











THAT'S МОТ 
HOW IT LOOKS 


YOU THINK I'M 
FRIGHTENED BY ል 
JUNKIE, AN ELDERLY 
WOMAN AND DRUG 
DEALER'S LACKEY? 
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ነ 
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a RAAAAH! ЖЭ 





I FORGOT 


YOU FIGHT 
DIRTY, LILY. OLD 
HABITS DIE 
HARU. 








WELL, YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
THEY SAY-- 


| 
A 
N 


--IF IT AIN'T 7 
ВАОКЕ! 


DID 
SHE BREAK 
ANYTHING?! 


I'LL BE 
FINE. GET THE 
BITCH, WOULD 

you? 


u 
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x< 
59 
Ош 
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A IN THE мир. 


LUCKY KICK 
BEFORE! NOT 
THIS TIME! 















| TOO BAD 
YOU'RE OUT 
OF TIME! 






S ` PUT HER 
t EM DOWN, OR THE 
A NEXT SHOT [2 А 
THROUGH YOUR | 
TEMPLE. a 
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The story ло far. а 


Upon the orders of Mazutsu, Executive Assistant 
Rose attempted to ambush the skilled assassin 
Lotus while she E at her mansio à 









than honorable & n order to get the upper 
hand. Howe rtune quickly changed 
when her is Iris returned to put a stop 
to the fig -by gunpoint... 
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OF COURSE. 
_ NATURALLY. 













ROSE, 
YOU HAVE YOU HAVE 
ONE SECOND SUCH A KNAC 
ТО GET OFF Kas FOR DRAMATIC 
OF HER. ARRIVALS. 





I THOUGHT YOU 
HAD GIVEN UP THIS OR AT THE 
FOOLISH VENDETTA VERY LEAST GIVEN UP 
AFTER WHAT WE'VE TRYING TO KILL THE ONLY ; 
8EEN THROUGH. ALLIES YOU COULD AB 


ИМСН OF 
POSSIBLY HAVE. ASSASSINS WITH 
== . BAGGAGE? YOU CALL 
YOURSELVES MY ALLIES? 
у СЕТ REAL, IRIS. WE PLAY FOR 
KEEPS IN THIS BUSINESS. YOU 
SHOULD KNOW THAT BETTER 
THAN ANYONE. OR HAVE YOU 
TOLU ALL OF THEM EXACTLY 
WHO IT 15 YOU WORK FOR? 
THERE'5 NO ROOM FOR 
FRIENDSHIP ANYMORE. 
NOT WITH OUR 
KIND. 


WHO-- MAZUTSU?! 

15 THAT WHY YOU TRIED 
TO KILL LOTUS AND ALL 
OF US? ARE WE NEXT ON 
YOUR LIST, YOU F¥@KING 
BITCH?! 


OH, PLEASE. THE 
POSTER CHILD FOR 
SALVATION SPEAKS 
ИР. DON'T LECTURE МЕ, 
LILY. HE'S GIVEN ME А 
NEW LIFE AGAIN. 
PURPOSE. 






I WORK FOR 
DO YOU EVEN 
THE HIGHEST KNOW WHAT THAT 


BIDDER, PLAIN 
AND SIMPLE. WORD MEANS? 
IF IT MEANS 


TAKING OUT SOME 
OF THE GARBAGE FROM 
MY PAST LIFE-- THEN 
50 BE IT! 











DIFFERENT 
DEGREES. 











Í 50, 
LEANING ON YOUR MM ^ таве 
N ACCORD. || : 


у MOSAGE" 5 
INSIDE. | 
РЕВЕ SUCH A... POLITICALLY 
INCORRECT TERM. MY 
CURRENT EMPLOYER 
WOULD CALL YOU 
OUR GUES 


AS A MATTER OF 
FACT, PLEASE ALLOW 

ME TO E YOU SOME 

OF THE VARIOUS FORMS OF 
HOSPITALITY Toe RECENTLY 

LEARNED. IT’S AMAZING 

WHAT TRICKS THEY'VE 
COME UP WITH. 


YOU'VE HEARD 


OF 
WATERBOARDING BEFORE 


2 [ І PRESUME 
| ። TORTURE, IRIS? v 
| NOT ВЕАЦУ YOUR 
STYLE. BUT IF THAT'S 
YOUR GAME YOU'LL 


FIND I CAN PLAY 
LONGER THAN 
MOST. 


I'M SURE 


YOU 
SHE KNOWS DIDN'T LET ME 
PLENTY ABOUT FINISH. 
À TRICKS. 


LOTUS, DO YOU 
HAVE А TUBE... OR HOSE? 
AZTER; WOULD YOU BRING 
ANY JUGS OF WATER 
qe ou CAN SPARE, 
PLEASE? 


WHAT 
I HAVE IN 
MIND 15 MUCH 
WORSE. 





YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WATERBOARDING 15 
NO FUN FOR ANYONE. 
IT ALSO MAKES A 
HUGE MESS... 


„МО... І PREFER TO KEEP 
THE MESS MORE... CONTAINED. 
DID YOU KNOW THERE'S SUCH А 

THING AS WATER INTOXICATION? 
FORCED INGESTION OVER TIME 
EVENTUALLY LEADS TO INTENSE 
BRAIN SWELLING, SEIZURES 
AND... EVENTUALLY... 
DEATH. 


TELL US 
WHERE AND HOW 
WE CAN GET TO 

MAZUTSU. 


CA 
THIS. I'VE NEVER 
HAD A FRIEND 
BEFORE. 


OF COURSE 

I DON'T. BUT, I WILL. 
HE'S THAT. IMPORTANT 
TO US. THE MAN NEEDS 

ТО GO AWAY. PLUS, І 
CAN'T STAND TO SEE 

MY FRIENDS HURT, 
EITHER. 


DON'T 
MAKE ME DO 
THIS, ROSE. 





DO WHAT 
YOU MUST. MAZUTSU 
WOULD HAVE ME KILLED ЇЕ 
I GAVE IN, REGARDLESS. 
MY LIFE ENDED A LONG 
TIME AG 


F@*KING 
BITCHES! ALL 
OF you! 


UNNH... GET 
HER MOUTH 
OPEN! 





PLEASE. HOLD 
HER TIGHT. 


REALLY KILLS YOUR 
MYSTIQUE. NOW... 


" 





HE 15 NOT 


















w N 
SHOULD'VE 


Ы 77 we DON'T even WN ደ 29 
Ei KNOW WHAT WE'RE EM Та 
UP AGAINST. ЈА NW 
5 | 








s “ы ER 
j JA መሙ —" | -; 
Бес эд ሸክ E 
ү ч LE ee 3 Bá 230 
N 2497 = = CD A 
w ረረ መታ A 5 
AE < Хай = 
у 


оч учете 


| 





YOU THINK 
YOU CAN AMBUSH 
ALL OF US?! THINK 

AGAIN! 


SHOW 
YOURSELF, 
COWARD! 


ARIS, І 
DON’T LIKE BEING 
YELLED AT, SO EITHER 
YOU CAN Quiet 
DOWN.. 








WHO ARE 
YOU? WHAT DO 
ኣ YOU WANT? 


АМ \ 
ЕХЕСИТІУЕ 
ASSISTANT. 


YOU THINK 
THAT SURPRISES 
ME? CLEARLY YOU'VE 
BEEN TRAINED WELL. 
BUT WHY ARE YOU 
DOING THIS?! 


WHOEVER 
YOU ARE-- 
> - 


--YOU JUST 
MADE A HUGE 
MISTAKE. THE 

ONLY WAY YOU'RE 
GETTING TO HER 
IS THROUGH 








NU GET UP. YOU 

"| ARE COMING 
WITH ме. 

№ 2 < 


0 
5 


j you N 
DON'T KNOW У | 
WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING.ROSE IS | 
| NOT WHO YOU Е 
THINK SHE 





SIR, WE'VE 
TRIED TO REACH 
HER ON THE SECURE 
LINE AND THE AGREED- 
UPON MESSAGE 
BOARD-- 


наз cone orc МИЕ TRYING. THESE 
THE GRID. 4 MISSIONS ARE 
NOT AN EXACT 

SCIENCE. 


--DID I ASK 
FOR FEEDBACK?! 
YOU KEEP TRYING UNTIL 
YOU GET ME A TANGIBLE 
RESULT! WHETHER IT’S HER 





I'LL МАМАЄЄ. 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
I'VE REBUILT THIS 

HOME MORE TIMES 
THAN I LIKE TO 
COUNT. 





STILL-- 
YOU DION 
ASK FOR ANY Й 


ANY OF IT’S OKAY, OF THIS. гай 


7 
us? IRIS. THIS-- 15 
2 NOTHING. 1 HAVE 
PLENTY OF WEALTH 
TO REBUILD. I'M JUST 
GLAD THE TIGER 
WASN'T HURT 
BADLY: HE REAL 
QUESTION 15, IF THAT 
STRANGER WANTED 
ROSE, AND DIDN'T KILL 
US ALL-- THEN WHO 
EXACTLY DOES SHE 
WORK FOR? 








25 ATE | ACN А 
4Ç 


” THE PLAN LADIES? T WS W 
г. Ж 





12 IT 
BROKEN? 





IT PAINS, 
BUT NOT 
AS MUCHAS 
THAT BITCH 
12 GOING 
TO FEEL. 


І UNDERSTAND 
THAT, Hry: BuT, 


N DON'T YOU 
GET IT? I CAN'T KEEP 
DOING THIS, I’M... / 
SORRY. <« 








THIS 15 МУ 
HOME. ፲ CAN'T 
LEAVE. 


WELL, THAT'S 
JUST AWESOME-- 
WE САМЕ ALL THIS WAY 
6 па ` "ASSES HANDED TOUS. 
TMA BIG GIRL |) : WITH NOTHING ፐ 
IF MAZUTSU WANTS ፪፪ № SHOW FOR го 
ТО TRY ТО ТАКЕ МЕ 7 
OUT AGAIN-- LET 
ІМ TRY HIS 


LET'S GO, 







I'M REALLY 
SORRY, LILY. 
TRULY. 








IT'S FINE. 


UESS 
OUR PATHS HAVE , 
NEVER REALLY RUN 
PARALLEL, АМТ $ 
RIGHT? 


SURE THING, 
IRIS. TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF, 
ОКАУ? 








Жж а 
7 


IF У 
DO FIND ROSE, 
MAKE SURE TÓ 
MAKE HER PAY-- 

FOR ME. 








DO NOT 
WORRY, Т АМ NOT 
GOING TO KILL YOU IF 
ТНАТ (5 WHAT YOU 

A ARE THINKING. 


BUT, 
I'M STILL YOUR 
PRISONER? 
YOU ARE 
AN ASSASSIN, 
AFTER ALL. 


AND МН 


I WOULDN'T 
WORRY. BESIDES 
THE FACT YOU JUST 
SAVED MY LIFE, І 
USUALLY NEED TO 
KNOW WHO [T 15 
THAT I'M GOING 
AFTER. 


YOU ОО, вит NOW... 
NOW Т WORK 
FREELANCE. 


AT 



















THE PART OREAT. THIS 
INVOLVING YOUR AGAIN. 
EMPLOYER. 








HE IS NOT WHAT 
YOU THINK. IF YOU 
CONTINUE WORKING 
FOR HIM, HE WILL 
EVENTUALLY TURN TWORK 
\ ON YOU. IT’S WHAT ALONE COVER 


НЕ DOES. WHEN Т/М WORKING 
FOR SOME BIG SHOT 
LIKE HIM-- 1 ALWAYS 

/ HAVE MY OWN 

а INTERESTS 
IT IS NOT LIKE TA IN MIND. 
THAT. Í KNOW EN 
MAZUTSU... 
PERSÓNALLY. 





THEN I KNOW 
I RESCUED THE 
RIGHT PERSON. 


IN THAT 
CASE, HOW 


ABOUT WE SHARE 
A MOMENT OF 
TRUST. 


YEAH, IT’S 
COMING FROM 
OUTSIDE. 





N | 


iS № 








I WOULD NOT 
SAY THAT. І USE IT 
TO SLEEP EVERY NOW 
AND THEN. IT’S 
MORE OF A-- 





--WAIT... 
DO YOU HEAR 
THAT? 












ке 
у 





TO ВЕ CONTINUED... 
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The story ло far. а 


The Executive Assistants converged at Lotuss 
mansion in order to find ways to reach Mazutsu, 






all new Executi ant--Ivy, and now even 
more questions lain unanswered... 
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PRECISION 
ATTACK. ONLY AIMED 
AT THIS APARTMENT. 

MAZUTSU WILL РАУ 

FOR THIS! 


HE 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHO YOU THINK 
YOU ARE, 
вит-- 


--Т АМ ТНЕ РЕКЗОМ 
WHO JUST SAVED YOUR 
F@*KING LIFE-- TWICE. 

AND I AM TELLING YOU THAT 
MAZUTSU 15 RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THAT ATTACK 
BACK THERE. 


KNOW HAS ACCESS TO 
THAT TYPE OF 
WEAPONRY? 


OPEN YOUR 
EYES. YOU ARE 
WORKING FOR A 

SOCIOPATH! 


LOOK, IT 15 ME 
HE WANTS DEAD. AND 
HE MOST LIKELY PET 
NOT EVEN KNOW У 
WERE WITH ME, 52. 


...6О BACK 
TO HIM. BEFORE 

THE COPS GET HERE. 
PRETEND LIKE YOU KNOW 
NOTHING. IT JUST MAY 
SAVE YOUR LIFE. ВИТ, 
ROSE-- YOU CANNOT 

la HIM. 


DO NOT FORGET 
WHO ФАУЕО YOUR LIFE THIS DAY-- 
AND WHAT WE ARE CAPABLE OF IF YOU 
CHOOSE TO STOP ISOLATING YOURSELF. 
HAVING POWERFUL ALLIES 15 THE ONLY WAY 
TO SURVIVE IN THESE TIMES. YOUR FRIEND 
IRIS UNDERSTANDS THIS-- NOW YOU 
MUST DO THE SAME. COME FIND ME 
WHEN YOU ARE READY. 





MY FORMER 
EMPLOYER SENT МЕ HERE 
ONCE TO BREAK UP AN ILLEGAL 

AVIATION RING MOONLIGHTING AS 
A DRUG EMPIRE. THE YAKUZA WERE 
SELLING STOLEN PASSENGER PLANE 
PARTS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER ON 

THE SIDE. GOOD MONEY IN IT. YOU 

TWO SHOULD LOOK INTO IT ЇЕ 
YOU EVER NEED QUICK 
CASH. 


ONE CRIME 
AT A TIME, 
ORCHID. 
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І MISS МУ 
TOWNHOUSE 
IN LONDON, 
ALREADY, 






SERIOUSLY, 

LILY, WHAT ARE OUR 
ODDS OF GETTING TO 
MAZUTSU? EVEN IF WE 

SET UP IN THE SAME 

CITY, HOW WILL WE EVER 
GET CLOSE TO HIM? I'M 

ASSUMING HE'S PAID 

FOR SEVERAL LAYERS 
OF PRIVATIZED 
SECURITY? 








„HE OWNS HIS 
OWN SECURITY NO LADIES, 


THIS |6 GONNA 
REQUIRE A LOT 
MORE FINESSE-- 
AND MAYBE A 
MIRACLE. 


LEAST 


OR 
УО 


A 


T 
U WERE. 


DO I NEED TO OFFER 


YOU A LESSON IN 
COMMUNICATION? 





COME 
AGAIN? 


Ге го Хо ~ 
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IT'S YOU WHO 
SHOULD BE OFFERING 
THE EXPLANATION. 






) 








I WAS 
NEARLY KILLED. 
BLOWN APART BY 
YOUR ATTACK. YOU 
WANT TO TELL ME 
YOU HAD NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THAT? 


DON’T ACT 
SURPRISED. I KNOW 
YOU ORDERED THE ATTACK 
ON IVY'5 APARTMENT. IT HAS 
YOUR NAME WRITTEN ALL 
OVER IT. ONLY I WAS 
THERE, TOO! 


THE BITCH 
SAVED МУ LIFE 
AND THEN YOU 
ALMOST, TOOK 


I TOLD YOU, 
SHE-- 





УОИ WILL 
CEASE WITH THE 
MEANINGLESS 
THREATS! 


IAMNOT 
SOME BACK ALLEY 
THUG YOU CAN TAKE 
OUT WITH EASE-- І 
AM FAR WORSE! 


IT’S THE PROBLEM 
WITH YOU EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS. YOU LACK 
RESPECT. RESPECT FOR 


ኣ AUTHORITY. RESPECT 


FOR POWER! 


DO NOT 
FORGET IT 15 
ONLY YOU AND 
TIN HERE-- 








ЧТ 15 NOT WHO 
SHE 15, SUT WHAT 
SHE WAS, 


“YET NO LESS 
POWERFUL. 


“THE ISRAELI 
DEFENSE FORCE 
WAS ONE OF MY BEST 
CUSTOMERS, ALTHOUGH 
OUR TRANSACTIONS 
WERE ALWAYS 
COVERT. 


“FOR GOVERNMENTS, IT 16 

MORE PRUDENT TO KEEP 

THE PURCHASES OF YOUR 
ARSENAL SECRET... 


5 


“Т WAS YOUNGER 
THEN, MORE FOOLISH 
TO THE REALITIES ОҒ 

THE WORLD... 


“, LEST THEIR 
CITIZENS FIND OUT 
THE TRUE ORIGIN OF 
THEIR FREEDOM АМО 
PROTECTION. 


“I KNEW 
WHAT. SHE 
WAS RIGHT 

AWAY." 





"AND WITH 
МУ CONSIDERABLE 
RESOURCES, IT WAS NOT 
HARD TO PERSUADE THE 
ISRAELI LIEUTENANT TO 
OUTSOURCE HIS 
INVESTMENT.” 


YES. 
yoy JOINING ме THEY 
REQUESTED ; 
7 TELL ME YOUR 
TO SEE ме NAME I5 ІМУ. 


I KNOW 
WHAT YOU ARE. 
I KNEW FROM THE 
SECONU І SAW 
you. 


U ARE 
AN EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT. AN 
ASSASSIN OF 
THE FINEST 
CALIBER. 


AND 
WHO WOULD 
“THEY” BE? 


ALL OF 
THEM. YOUR 
PEOPLE. THEY ARE 
EASILY SWAYED BY 


) THE eg 


Е MONEY. 


~ 一 


AND THIS... 
TURNS YOU 
ON? 


SO... WHAT 15 


IT YOU WANT 
FROM ME? 





UP AHEAD. 


ONE HOUR. 





Ú 
N 
£ 





"І SHOWED 
HER THE INNER 
DETAILS OF МУ 

LIFE'S WORK. 


WOULD NOT ВЕ READY FOR. 


"WE WERE ON THE CUSP 
ON TELEPATHIC CONTROL-- 
OF SOMETHING SPECIAL. 
WORLD-CHANGING. 





"AND, LIKE EVERYONE, 
TRUE NEEDS ALWAYS RISE 
TO THE SURFACE. WEALTH AND 
POWER WAS MY DRAW FOR HER, 
I ALWAYS KNEW THIS, YET THERE 


Ц 

WERE OTHERS WHO FOUND 

THIS WEAKNESS IN HER, 
AS WELL... 


"MY COMPETITORS USED HER WEAKNESS 

FOR WEALTH TO THEIR ADVANTAGE. THEY 

SOUGHT TO STEAL MY LIVELIHOO WHAT 
WE SACRIFICED TO CREATE. 





RE 
YOU KNEW 
SHE DID NOT WHAT I WAS WHEN 
DENY IT. YOU MET ME. І HAVE 
NOT CHANGED, ІТ 16 
YOU WHO HAS LOST ж 
HIS WAY! 


u 


1 


YET I WAS 
NO Gp ey 


ATURE. 





"I MADE A VOW ТО “т CONDITIONED 
MYSELF THAT DAY-- THAT | MYSELF TO IMPROVE 
SHE WOULD BE THE LAST d " MY PHYSICAL FORM. 
PERSON TO EVER SEE ME SSH 8 I HIRED THE MOST 

IN SUCH A LIGHT. 1 ` LETHAL OF TRAINERS 
MONEY COULD BUY 
TO GUIDE ME. 


2 JAN 


a б 74 ss а = 


"TEACH 
ME HOW TO 
SURVIVE, 


^w 


“THEY TAUGHT ME МОТ 3 
ONLY HOW TO PROTECT "IN RETURN, I WAS READY 
MYSELE BUT ALSO HOW I TAUGHT THEM OF FOR ANYTHING... 
THE HARSH REALITIES OF OR ANYONE. 
OUR WORLD. OF WHAT МУ 
PRIVATE LIFE MUST 
ENTAIL. 


TO BELIEVE IN MYSELF. 





WHAT DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT LOVE?! 
И/НО HAVE YOU EVER 

FELT FOR 8ESIDES 
YOURSELF?! 


YOU EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANTS, SO 
KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THE 
REALITIES OF THE WORLD, 
YET SO SHELTERED FROM 
ITS MOST CARNAL 
EMOTIONS. 


I WANT 
TO RID MY BUSINESS 
OF THE NUISANCE OF 
YOUR KIND. YET, HER-- 
I WANT ТО SEE HER 
FEEL PAIN. 


EVER SINCE, 
SHE HAS ВЕСОМЕ МУ 
OBSESSION. ONLY NOW І 
DO NOT SEEK HER LOVE-- 
BUT HER BLOOD. YET, SHE 
HAS REMAINED OUT 
OF REACH. 


15 THAT 
WHY YOU'RE 
DOING ALL THIS? 
REVENGE? 


IT’S MORE 
COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT. 


DOESN'T 
SEEM THAT 
WAY. 


I'VE NEVER 
BEEN IN LOVE, OKAY. 
IT DOESN'T MEAN I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT 
IT FEELS LIKE TO BE 

BETRAYED. 












Ба IT... ህ 
bo RECN ANS TT 
FIND HIM, DO FEW IDEAS BUT 
МЕ? THAT'S ALL THEY 






5 ы. GREAT, 
| I'M GLAD WE 
FLEW ALL THIS 
| < WAY WITHOUT 
j A PLAN. 


IT’S NEVER 

STOPPED ME 
BEFORE. YOU NEED 

TO LEARN TO | 

IMPROVISE. Р b 

ЖА = à Р uf ) 
5 27 
ә ኣ 
۶ NL a 


NO, I NEED TO і - і “й 
FIND OuT WHY МУ Ч 
MIND IS STILL F@*KED. --15 WORK 
THEN I CAN WORRY ON YOUR 
ABOUT IMPROV. OPERATIONAL 
L SECURITY. 





ONE MORE ላ 
STEP AND YOU'RE 
А FOYKING DEAD 
WOMAN! HOW DID 
YOU GET IN HERE, 
IT’S LOCKED DOWN 
LIKE A FOXKING 
VAuLT!? 


LADIES, wE 
NEED an FOCUS 











RELAX, HOT HEAD. I DIDN'T COME LOOKING FOR 
ACTION. £ CAME TO OFFER SOME ASSISTANCE. BECAUSE... 
AND FROM THE LOOKS OF THINGS, I CAME AT NOBODY WANTS 
THE RIGHT TIME. Q MAZUTSU DEAD 

~ > | MORE THAN 









ND WH: 
SHOULD МЕ TRUST 
YOU, CONSIDERING 
THE FIRST TIME WE 
MET YOU WEREN'T 

SO PLEASANT? 


BITCH, 
YOU BROKE 
MY HAND! 








ALRIGHT, 
SPIT IT OUT 
OR WE TAKE 

you OUT. 


THE SITUATION 
WITH ROSE WAS ONE 
OF OPPORTUNITY. I NEEDED 
HER TO GET TO HIM, BUT YOU 
ALL WERE IN THE WAY. І DID NOT 
EXPECT HER TO UNKNOWINGLY 
RUN ME INTO YOUR HORNET'S 
NEST. I REGRET HOW IT 
WENT DOWN. 


YOU MEAN 
WHEN YOU ATTACKED 
US WITH OUR DEFENSES 


YES-- WHEN 
LE OMS ON E І ATTACKED YOU. І... 


APOLOGIZE. 1 TRUST ЇМ 
SUGARCOAT IT. OUR LINE OF WORK YOU 
LADIES ARE PROFESSIONAL 
ENOUGH TO ALLOW ME A 
REPRIEVE, ONCE YOU 
HEAR WHAT I CAN 
OFFER? 


WOULD We BE SO PLAYED. BUT, 
L L ) 
BECAUSE І ; 
FORGIVING? CAN TELL YOU WHERE 
= MAZUTSU IS. 


WHEN І 
TOOK ROSE, І ALSO 
LEFT SOMETHING WITH 
HER-- OR RATHER, 
ON HER. 





HE LIKES TO FANCY 
HIMSELF A НІЄТОВІАМ, AS 
IF HIS INHERENT KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE ANCIENT CUSTOMS 
MAKES HIS MISDEEDS ANY 
LESS HONORABLE. 


SO THEY 
HAVE TAKEN UP 
RESIDENCE IN A 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE, ፪፪ 
ONE OF THE LAST Ё 
REMAINING IN 
SHINJUKU. 


YET, THE LEVEL 
OF PROTECTION І 
DARE SAY IS ABOVE 
OUR COMBINED LEVEL 
OF EXPERTISE. IT’S 
JUST A REALITY. 


NEVER 
STOPPED ME 
BEFORE. 


YOU ARE 
SUICIDAL. 


YES, 
DEARS. IM ALL 
FOR VENGEANCE, 
YET THIS SEEMS 
FOOLISH. 







SHE'S RIGHT 
LILY. THIS 15 
OVER NOW, 





NO, LILY. THIS 
15 DIFFERENT. THIS 
12 HIS LIVELIHOOD-- 
WHAT DRIVES HIM. 
HE WANTS YOu TO 
COME TO HIM. 


WELL, 
I WOULDN'T 
WANT TO LET 
HIM DOWN. 








I'M SORRY-- 

I DIDN'T WANT IT TO 
END LIKE THIS. BUT... HE'S 
THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN 
HELP ME RIGHT MY MIND, 

HE'S THE ONLY ONE 

WITH ANSWERS. 


ORCHID... 
WHAT ARE 
YOU...? 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT I'M SAYING, 
LILY. IT’S HAPPENED 
TO YOU BEFORE. WE 
ALL KNOW TRUST 15 
A LUXURY WE CAN'T 
AFFORD. 





SHE'S RIGHT. 

I SHOULD'VE 
KNOWN BETTER 
THAN TO TRUST 
HER. SHE САМЕ 


ORCHID, 
YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO DO THIS. WE'LL 
FIND A WAY-- 


--5АМЕ IT. HE 
OFFERED ME A WAY 
OUT. І TOOK IT. IF YOU'VE 
LIVED INSIDE MY MIND AS 
I HAVE LATELY, YOU'D 
UNDERSTAND. І 
NEED THIS. 


THEN SHUT 
YOUR F@*KING 


1 TRAP AND GET 


IT OVER WITH! 





BANG 
ў | 


` 


. 
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The story so far... 


Mazutsus ex-lover lvy and Rose, his Executive 
Assistant, were forced to part ways under the threat 
of a helicopter attack. Yet, not befo га track- 
the sinister 
mastermind. Meanwhile able to track down 
Lily, Orchid and 
and explain her: 










ecent events. However, 
olives proved to be far removed 
from her аШев--а5 she betrayed the group by giving 


away their to Mazutsu--who has arrived to 
extermin them once and for all... 
Executive ASSISTANT: ASSASSINS 
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WELL, S 
THAT'S ONE THREAT ቼ 
NEUTRALIZED. YET, OUR | 
ODDS OF SURVIVA L 


STIL 
GROW LESSER BY THE 
MINUTE. » 











CARGO BIRD 
15 AWAY. TROOPS 
IN POSITION. 


THE SOLDIERS 
WON'T LAST AGAINST 
THEM. THEY ARE ONLY 
! STAGE ONE. ROSE, 





У 2 | 
ге е” 


: ...МОМЕ, MOVE, "а 
'4 MOVE! 
4 
| | 


FIND / 
SOMETHING! COVER 
YOURSELVES! 


ГМ SURE - 
YOU'RE USED TO 


THIS, TRAITOR. J 


IVy-- ме DON'T 
HELP МЕ МОМЕ HAVE MUCH 
HER! R 





BRARA 
нА N 








КАТ BRAKA 


BRAKA . \ВНАКА 
BRAKA BRARA, , 


I WILL 
DISTRACT THEM, 
AND YOU NEED TO 
SECURE THE HIGHER 
GROUND-- UP 4 
HERE! h | 








ЕТ THE TARGET, 
СУЕ 12 OLLOCK! 









[8 
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BRAKA |ВНАНА 
BRAKA BRAKA — y 
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” ZINE 
tuara МОСТ ОЕ 
THEM! We NEED TO 
GET ASTER AND 
LEAVE! 





Ў zpromse “Ч 
TLL MAKE IT 
FAST. 


І DIDN'T 
ASK HER 
TO, LILY! 








DROP 
YOUR WEAPON-- 
NOW 





ҚА T 


NOW, IT’S Ne 
Y YOUR TURN.NO W 
WEAPONS JUST MY W 
BARE HANDS. AND № 
LONG OVERDUE Б 
IF Zoa ASK 2 

















WILL 






YOU 
CANT BEAT 
ME! 






ALWAYS BE 
LESSER THAN МЕ! 
THAN AIC OF 





ASTER-- 
COME ON, WE 
NEED TO HELP 
LILy! CAN YOU 

STAND? 






ALL YOU 
DO-- 





THAT'S 
ALL YOU'VE EVER 
DONE! TALK YOUR 
WAY OUT OF ЕУЕКУ- 
THING! NEVER TAKING 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
YOUR ACTIONS. 


ONE DAY 
YOU'LL DISCOVER 
те YOU-- NOT 


EVERYONE ELSE 
THAT ee sep 


AT LEAST... 


ууу 





(ШТ, ІМ" 


I TOLD 

you I WOULD 

GET THE LAST 
WORD. 


Па N 


—_— 2 и 


M 
NT 
| THE H 
1 THAT? 
> 27 
A WHAT DO 
YOU KNOW ABOUT 
HONOR, ROSE? 















” CNN Ар መዕ 
| Bo c 

> 4 

22. 

Р 









NOW'S OUR 
CHANCE-- LET'S 
MOVE?! 





MAZUTSU, 
SIR, LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 15 


CLOSING IN FAS 


SHOULD REAL 
GET 


T, WE 
Ly 


--YOWRE THE 


ONLY ONE GOING 
ANYWHERE, 
XN DEAR. 
% 





A 


Ernosue. “SHE 
ЧЕ SERVED 


ETTER. 





“ТО DIE AT 
THE HANDS OF 
SOMEONE WITH NO 
HONOR LIKE THAT-- 
tT 15 TRULY A 
SHAME.” 


DO YOU THINK 
WILL HAPPEN 


“вит, 


ILL 
TALK HIS WAY 
OUT OF THE MESS, 
AS ALL WEALTHY MEN 


“ALTHOUGH, HE 
WILL BE FORCED TO 
TAKE HIS OPERATIONS 
EVEN FUR R UNDER- 
GROUND, I 1653 HE ADD 
ANY ለላ CAUSE 
POR SUSPICION, 


NEVER ONE ТО Ser 
HIS HANDS DIRTY. HE WILL 
RETURN TO RELYING ON 
OTHERS TO DO THAT 
FOR HIM. 


Na 
WILL ALWAYS 
BE THOSE WILLING 
O OBLIGE 





“WHAT'S 
ouR ЧЕТ 
МЕ? 2" 4 


M 
wm 


ТІГІ 
17111 











WE FIND 
MAZUTSU-- 
AND WE KILL 


THIS GUY, 
HE HAS TO 60. 
O MANY PEOPLE HAVE, 
DIED IN THE WAKE OF H 


ACTIONS. БЕН MAN y^ 
“GOOD PEOPLE. 


7 
WE NEED 
ТО 86 SMARTER 
THIS TIME-- WE 
CAN'T DO THIS 
ALONE, 









WHO SAID 
YOU HAVE 
TO? 





£ TOLD YOU 
WE WOULD НАУЕ 
„ OUR REUNION. 


LILY WAS 
MY FRIEND, 
AS WELL. 


WELL, THAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT 
THE BEATING I TOOK-- 
IF THAT'S WHAT 
YOU THINK. 


BUT, I'M 
ALSO A BIG GIRL. 
I KNOW HOW THIS 

GAME WORKS. 


AND 50 DO 
ALL OF YOU. BUT, 
THIS 15 DIFFERENT. THIS 





„ТО LILY, 

A FLOWER WHO 
NEVER wAS ABLE 
TO 8LOOM. MAY 
өне FIND PEACE 


= 1 KLNK 


Ё 





SAND 
DEAL WITH HER 
MYSELF. 
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The story ло far. £ 


Executive Assistant Lotus has not used her 
flower moniker since the betrayal by her one 
and only employer--Virat Yadav. Не 
career move did not stop troul 
her, аз Капі lavish па 
staging ground fora 
rivaling Executi 
painfully dis 
also been mu 
bloodshed 


existence. 







ctive battle between 
a ter, she would 
her past ally Lily had 
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| “ннем YOU ARE А CHILD, YOU DO NOT YEARN 



















| TO GROW UP TO BECOME A MURDERER. ~ A 
መ. S - т 
т "MOST CHILDREN IN MY VILLAGE HAD E Гу 9 БТ”? 
| DREAMS OF BECOMING DOCTORS, 7117 ! PARENTS PROUD. FOR 
SCIENTIST, OR EVEN LAWYERS... 2 _ ME, HOWEVER... 





IN ሜጩ 
=) " i 
МУ FATHER'S 2 HRAAAA! you PROVIDE қ 
PRIORITIES WERE ADEQUATE PRACTICE, 
ሰ... а Warrenerent АВ. М 
= О 9% | ТЕ 
е | DAY WITH YOuR BODY 4 x ee 


LANGUAGE. | | У FORM. 


| HE WAS KNOWN SIMPLY AS "THE FATHER"; 

EVEN TO HIS ASSOCIATES-- NOT JUST TO ME, HIS ONLY 
| DAUGHTER. МУ MOTHER HAD ABANDONED US WHEN I 
WAS ALITTLE GIRL. IT WAS ONLY US TWO. | 





RANI-- 
YOUR CLOTHES...? DO NOT LIE 
WHAT IS IT? TO ME, YOUNG IAM 
LADY. NOT LYING... 


IT 15 IT 16 JUST... SOME 

ВЭ NOTHING, GIRLS ІМ МУ CLASS... 
ሯል FATHER. THEY... SMASHED 
| THE TRANSMITTER 

І BUILT. 1 


THEY MAKE 
FUN OF ME. PUSH ` 
ME. CALL МЕ "MICRO- | 
CHIP", LIKE I SAID-- 
IT 15 NOTHING. 


LIFT YOUR 2 

HEAD, YOUNG LADY. | 
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO 

BE ASHAMED ОҒ. “ደፈ 


COME WITH ME, 
RANI. I BELIEVE IT 16 
TIME І SHOWED YOU 

SOMETHING. 





YOUR LOVE OF SCIENCE 
AND GADGETS 15 ADMIRABLE, 
YET I FEAR YOU HAVE MUCH TO 
LEARN WHEN IT COMES TO THE 
TOOLS OF SURVIVAL-- AND 
WHO YOU ARE. 


DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
BUSINESS OUR 
FAMILY 16 IN? WHAT 
OUR BLOODLINE 
HAS CREATED 
FOR us? 


YOU... HUR 
PEOPLE? 


THAT 15 
INCORRECT. WHAT 
І DO IS FREE PEOPLE. 
FROM THEIR OWN 
PAIN. 


THE LIFE THEY 
HAVE CHOSEN HAS LED THEM 
ASTRAY, DOWN AVENUES THEY 
CANNOT RETURN FROM. MY ACTIONS, 
WHILE PERMANENT, RELEASE THEM 
FROM THEIR IMPRISONMENT-- 
FOREVER. 


AND 
NOW I WILL 
TEACH YOU OF 
THE POWER OUR 
LINEAGE HAS 
PROVIDED 
us. 





J — — а 一 29 
| HE TAUGHT ME EVERY з Ч YOUR ENEMIES WILL Я ва 
|| MARTIAL ART HE HAD LEARNED IN |Б SEER ANSE AS SUCH. 
| HIS MAN) NORK, WHICH ї à 


YOU MUST по 
LEARN ТО MAINTAIN 
POISE NO MATTER 


YOU MUST BE 
ABLE TO PIECE TOGETHER 
NOT ONLY THE SITUATION, 
BUT ALSO THE ELEMENTS 
WITHIN. 








NOT YET, 
RANI! WAIT 
FOR IT... 






IF YOU COULD 
ONLY KNOW THE 
PRIDE І HAVE FOR 
YOU АТ THIS 
MOMENT. 















| FATHER THOUGHT THAT MY OBSESSION 

| WITH TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE A WASTE OF 
TIME, ВИТ I WAS DETERMINED TO SHOW 

HIM THE POSSIBILITIES IT POSSESSED. 





| І ALREADY KNEW AT THE AGE OF TEN 

|| THAT IWAS SMARTER THAN MOST OF MY PEERS-- 

О MAYBE EVEN MANY ADULTS. BUT, І NEVER CARED 
| WHAT THEY THOUGHT ANYWAY. 


ANOTHER 
GADGET, RANI? 
HAVEN'T I TOLD 
YOU BEFORE-- 


WHAT 
A CURIOUS 
DEVICE-- 


SEE, FATHER, MY 
GADGETS CAN BE USEFUL! THIS 
WAS A LOW-GRADE CONCENTRATE 
OF BUG SPRAY AND FERTILIZER. 
TRIGGERED BY A CONTACT 
SENSOR. 


OF: 


Bi усан 
| APPROVAL MEANT 
EVERYTHING TO 










г SHE МАЗ А 
n HOWEVER, THOSE DAYS OF MY YOUTH-- GLORIOUS WOMAN, HOWEVER, I WAS 
| DAYS I CHERISHED- SOON TURNED INTO ADULTHOOD. YOUR MOTHER. FOOLISH THEN. І SOUGHT 


TO CHANGE HER IN WAYS THAT 
А EVERYTHING CHANGED, І THOUGHT WOULD MAKE US 


BOTH HAPPY. HOW WRONG 
I WAS. 


YOU REMIND መመመ ў 0 ነ ፍ YOU SEE, 

ME WITH EACH 2 ” RANI. THIS LIFESTYLE... 
PASSING DAY OF YOUR D | AN š IT CHANGES NOT ONLY 
MOTHER. SHE TOO WAS 2 i p ү “| WHO WE ARE, BUT OUR 

BEAUTIFUL BEYOND 4 ! LOVED ONES AS 
WORDS. і 1 ELL. 





FATHER... WHY 
ARE YOU TELLING 
ME THIS? 


BECAUSE I 
SOMETHING. 


г. ВАМІ, THIS BELONGED 
TO YOUR MOTHER. I GAVE 
IT_TO HER, BUT SHE LEFT IT UPON 
HER DEPARTURE. WHEN SHE LEFT 
BOTH OF US. NOW... I WANT 


YOU TO НАМЕ IT. š 11111 
EX ሃሪዘህዚ: Ш 
WEAR IT, PROUDLY, 

WON'T YOU? ` ° 


! | ` 
am | "NERO У 
| y» 


| BUT, LIKE ALL 
||| THINGS IN MY ЦРЕ-- 
| PES VER 


በከረ. 








RANI-- 


WAKE UP! COME. N 
VE HAVE MUCH TIME 
NOW. TO EXPLAIN, BUT I WILL 
ПА 1 олари 
FATHER? L 
OUR SITUATION. MESOM ENDON 
BUSINESS, AND BY DOING 
50-- MY LIFE. THIS PERSON... 
HAS MANY RESOURCES AT 
THEIR DISPOSAL. WE CANNOT 
STAY HERE, IT IS ТОО 
DANGEROUS FOR 













PLEASE, WE 
MUST GO NOW, 
RANI. 












=p 
IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THE Г. 
RULES OF ዘሪ OCCUPATION 
BECAME PAINFULLY OBVIOUS 

LEFT 


10 МІ 











58 
ЕЕ 
855 
EE 





TIGE: р ДЕ RA ረ те \ 


у HIS NAME ` ы. i 
I'VE NEVER Y 
ALL,IKNOW-- | m 









p= መ ጨመ. 
| VERY HE ረሀ 2-2 





Т HACKED INT i 
THE MINISTRY'S DATABASE 
| BUT FOUND NO MATCH TO 
| THE ALIAS. z 








ІШ Z; 











г ч 
1 pr IT WOULDN'T BE LONG BEFORE і 
THE TIGER TRACKED ME DOWN E n 159 


WAS NINETEEN. STILL NOT 

ne oed IN THE ART 0F 
LF-DEFENSE. I WAS CERTAINLY 

MORE OFFENSIVE THEN. 





WOULDN'T 
TIGRESS ВЕ MORE 


? 
APPROPRIATE? OH, YOU KNOW 


HOW THIS BUSINESS CAN 
BE. THE CLIENTS FIND OUT YOU'RE 
A WOMAN AND FORM THEIR OWN 
PRE-CONCEIVEU NOTIONS ABOUT 
WHO YOU ARE, AND WHAT 
YOU CAN DO. 


I KNOW THAT 
FEELING ALL TOO 
WELL. YOU KILLED 

MY FATHER... 


P AND NOW 
YOU HAVE ABOUT THREE 
SECONDS BEFORE I PUT ል 
BuLLET THROUGH YOUR 
TEMPLE-- 


FATHER? 

I HEAR THAT'S HIS 
ALIAS NOW. DON'T YOU 
MEAN NAVAJ? THAT 
15 HIS REAL NAME, 
AFTER ALL. 


INTERESTING. 

1 THOUGHT YOU 
WERE A CLEVER ONE, 
BUT APPARENTLY І 
OVERESTIMATED 
you. 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW, DO 
УОИ? 


YOUR 
FATHER-- OR 
“THE FATHER”-- 
AS EVERYONE 
KNOWS HIM... 





„МАХ MY 
HUSBAND. 


«YOU ARE... 
MOTHER?! BUT... 
YOU KILLED HIM? 

WHY? 


7 I WANTED A 

LIFE OF MY OWN. Ñ 
BECAUSE HE TAUGHT 

ME ALL TOO WELL AND 
COULON'T DEAL WITH 
THE id 


AS ON А 
НЕ KNEW THE RISKS. HE 
KNOWS THERE CAN BE 

NO ATTACHMENTS IN 

THIS INDUSTRY. 


NOW, YOU AS 
WELL...ARE JUST THE 
COMPETITION-- 


--АМО 
YOU MUST BE 
ELIMINATED. 

NOW, BOY! 


14: итноит му WEAPON, || 
І THOUGHT BACK ТО MY 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE 








WU ፥ 7 НЕ TAUGHT 
ІШЕ МЕ EVERYTHING. 

|! | tT WAS ONLY НІМ, 
| AFTER ALL. 





BUT, I'M NOT 
GOING TO SHOOT 
YOU. YOU'RE MY 
ONLY DAUGHTER. 
BESIDES-- 


--IT WOULD BE 
ТОО EASY. 


NY 


SO YOU ARE 
W!SE, AFTER 
ALL. GOOD- 
ВУЄ, ВАМІ. І 
АМТІСІРАТЕ М/Є 
WILL NEVER SEE 
иг OTHER 


GIVE IT 
МР, AND І WILL 
LET YOU LIVE, 
UNLIKE YOUR 


TAKE THIS, 
IT’S YOURS... I 
NEVER WANTEDIT 
АМУУУАУ, 


I KNEW 
HE WOULD 
EVENTUALLY 
GIVE THIS 

O YOu. 


ORRE I 
AM NOT LIKE EITHER 
OF YOU... І MADE SOME 
SMALL MODIFICATIONS 
BEFORE YOU 
CAME. 


ል HIGH-GRADE 
EXPLOSIVE POWDER. 
MICRO-DETONATOR. 

YOU GET THE 
PICTURE... 





7 UN, ту E | mn 
етэ 
l/ у DIFFERENT. NQ 
// A N 
/ ІШЕ! 





- 


— 5 


Е 
Ë THIS IS MY HOME. с | 
IL - | З 


| пр: = 
BUILT UPON THÉ | 
BLOOD OF МУ FAMILY'S | 
HISTORY. 
| _ MEMORIES 
| THAT WILL NEVER 
FADE. 








1 AND NO MATTER 
HOW MANY TIMES I MUST 
REBUILD, IT WILL ALWAYS 
ВЕ НОМЕ. 





Ж 
Ж. Yj 


Y 


i ў ሃሪ 
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Аск... 
PLEAAAAASE! 


DON'T WASTE 
YOUR PRECIOUS 
BREATH TRYING TO 
SPEAK. YOU ONLY HAVE 
А FEW MOMENTS 
LEFT-- CHERISH 
THEM. 





I LOVE ТО FEEL THE FEAR 
IN THEIR HEARTS. GENERATING 
FROM DEEP WITHIN THEIR SOUL 
AND OUT OF THEIR PORES. 
ДЭЭЭ 


















кеч 
ы) =, 


FEAR OF WHAT WILL HAPPEN | 

WHEN THEIR HEART STOPS 

BEATING. І CAN FEEL THAT | 

FEAR TRANSFER INTO ME. 
IT RADIATES. 





I LIVE FOR THIS FEELING. x 


SHUT YOUR 
MOUTH! OR 15 THAT. 
TOO DIFFICULT FOR 
YOU CONSIDERING HOW 
MUCH TIME YOU SPEND i 
IN THE COMPANY OF IT'S NOT 
р FILTHY MEN?! LKE LHAT Х 


AR! 


YOU SWEAR?! 

WHO ARE YOU TO 
SWEAR OATH TO ANYTHING? 
LOOK AROUND AT EVERYTHING 
I HAVE GIVEN YOU--AND HOW 
DO YOU REPAY ME? BY SNEAKING 
OUT OF THE HOUSE AND 
WHORING YOURSELF 
AROUND TOWN! 


PERCEPTION I5 
EVERYTHING, DAISY! 
DON'T YOU GET IT?! OUT 
THERE, WE MUST KEEP UP 
APPEARANCES! HAVE 
I TAUGHT YOU 
NOTHING? 





15 715 HOW 
YOU TEACH ME? 
WITH BLOOD? 


GO ON, 
RUN! LEAVE! IT’S 
ALL YOU'RE GOOD 
RE I SHOULD 


FOR. DA 
ASK FOR AN OBEDIENT 
DAUGHTER FOR 
A CHANGE. 





I REALLY HAVE-- 
BUT HE'S $0 AWFUL. І 
CAN'T KEEP ON LIKE 
THIS. HE'LL BE THE 

[М END OF МЕ! 








DUPONT SHIPPING YARD. 


you 
SMELL THAT, 
BOYS? 





SMELLS 
LIKE ¿HIT ТО 
ME. NO DIFFERENT 
THAN THE SEA YARD 
DISTRICTS OF 
TONGBAI. 


YOU ARE WRONG. 

THERE (5 MUCH MORE TO 
THEIR WAY OF LIFE OUT HERE 
THAN IN TONGBAI. WE CAN MAKE 
SOMETHING OF OURSELVES OUT 
HERE. CAPITALISM WILL SET 
US FREE, TRUST IN THAT. 


IF YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO 
SHARE IN THE MOMENT, 
WHY DON'T YOU GET 
THE REST OF THE 
CREW READY? 


WITH 
PLEASURE. 


50, DAISY 15 IT? 
WHAT A LOVELY NAME. 
MY NAME 15 DR. FRIEDMAN. 
BUT, YOU CAN CALL 
ME ANN. 


NOW, 
WHY DO 1 GET 
THE IMPRESSION 
THAT'S NOT HOW ጨጩጨ OF COURSE, 
YOU REALLY DEAR. THESE SESSIONS ARE 
FEEL? COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL. 
1 YOUR FATHER THOUGHT-- 








--MY FATHER?! cis THE 


REASON I'M 
EVEN SITTING 
HERE, RIGHT 
NOW. 








HE ONLY 

WANTS THE 

BEST FOR 
you. 


NOT LITERALLY. 
JEEZ. ፲ MEANT-- 

IF IT WEREN'T FOR HIM 
I WOULDN'T 8€ 50 
"CRAZY" LIKE YOU 

ALL THINK I AM. 


NOBODY THINKS 
YOU'RE CRAZY, DAISY. 
BUT, YOUR FATHER 16 

CONCERNED ABOUT 

YOUR ВЕНАМОВ. 


THOSE BRUISES 
ON YOUR FACE-- HE 
SAID YOU DO THAT 
TO YOURSELF? 





YES... 
HE SAD en 


HE? A MYSELF. 


15 THERE 
SOMETHING 1 
SHOULD KNOW? 16 
| THAT NOT WHAT 
N PPENED? 


WELL, NOW WE'RE 
MAKING PROGRESS. 
HONESTY 15 THE FIRST 
че IN IDENTIFYING Д 
THE PROBLEM. 


SOMEHOW, 

I DON'T THINK 
THIS PROBLEM CAN 
ВЕ FIXED ON МУ 
END. 


— 


IRESPECTFULLY WHAT Y 
р ee AN AMAZING LOOK, DAISY, 


COLLECTION OF 
TOGETHER МЕ CAN 

ЕД оок HAG, ВУ SEARCH INWARD AND 
d DISCOVER THE ROOT OF 


THE a YOUR PROBLEM. WHAT'S ш „ГОТ CONSIPER 
R PROBLEM, WH PHYSICALLY HARMING 


| YOURSELF ል 
DISTRESS. ША. PROBLEM? 


SAY IHAD A 
PROBLEM. 





















I CONSIDER 
IT PART OF THE 
PROCESS. 





AND WHAT 
PROCESS 15 
THAT? 





PAYING 
FOR MY 
SINS. 





DON'T ACT SURPRISED. 

I KNOW НЄ PROBABLY TOLD 
YOU EVERYTHING. BUT, HE DIDN'T 
TELL YOU EVERYTHING. HE 
THINKS I'M PSYCHOTIC. 


ШЕ ШШК 
THAT I KILLED " | 
Ш/ N DAISY-- і 
MY MOTHER. | \ IT’S NOT-- , 


YES, IT WAS 
MY FAULT. I WAS THE 
ONE SHE WAS TRYING TO 
BRING HOME THAT МӨНТ, I 
WAS THE ONE WHO SNUCK 
OUT. PUT HER IN 


OKAY, ENOUGH 
_ i FOR TODAY. WE 
50, YEAH... d я CAN RESUME THIS 
5HE'5 DEAD q ; š 5E55ION TOM-- 
BECAUSE Ñ ANOTHER TIME. 


THAT'S 
WHAT HAPPENS TO 
EVERYONE WHO GETS ТОО 
CLOSE TO ME. EVERYONE! 
IT'S NOT MAKE-BELIEVE, 
TRUST МЕ. MY FATHER SAYS 
IT ALL THE TIME, AND FOR 
መሸም T BELIEVE 





I'M MEETING 
YOU OUTTA KINDNESS, 
KID. YOU SHOW UP HERE, ASKING 


о > FOR TERMS LIKE SOME BIG 5НОТ. 
| KIDDING Y LIKE YOU GOT A STAKE IN THESE 
ме? А DOCKS, OR EVEN IN THIS COUNTRY. 
I РИМ THE DOCK UNION, SON. 
WHICH MEANS І RUN 
EVERYTHING. 


І MERELY 
ASK FOR THE SAME 
CHANCE YOU HAVE GIVEN 
TO OTHERS, TO OPERATE 
WITHOUT SCRUTINY. AND IN 
RETURN I WILL PAY THE 
SAME PERCENTAGE. I 
CONSIDER THIS A FAIR 
PROPOSAL. 


you 
DON'T GET 
TO ASK ANYTHING, 
THAT'S МУ 
POINT. 


YOU F@&KS, 
ALWAYS LOOKING TO 
TAKEOVER. FIRST, YOU 
BOMB PEARL HARBOR, AND 
THEN YOU THINK YOU CAN 
COME ТО MY DOCK AND 
CALL THE SHOT 5?!? 


THAT WAS THE 
JAPANESE. I AM FROM 
CHINA. DIFFERENT 


COUNTRIES. SAME FOÉKING 
DIFFERENCE! 


I САМ 
ASSURE YOU IT 
15 VERY MUCH NOT 
THE SAME THING, AND, 
I GROW TIRED OF 
YOUR VOICE... 


SAND 
YOUR PETTY 
THREATS. 









PERHAPS. 

BUT, YOU WILL BE 
SILENT LONG BEFORE 
WE ARE MADE TO PAY 

FOR OUR MISDEEDS, 
THIS Т PROMISE 
you. 


YOUR VOICE. 

IT TRULY DOES GRIND 
MY EARS. WOULD IT 8E 
BETTER ЇЕ WE REMOVED 
YOUR TONGUE TO 
ASSUAGE THEM? 


NO, 
STOOOOP! 


OR MAYBE 
WE'LL REMOVE YOUR 
HEAD ALTOGETHER, 
BETTER TO DEAL WITH 
SOMEONE WHO WILL 
NEGOTIATE FAIRLY, 
IN MY OPINION. 


WAIT! YOU 


CAN'T FOGKING 


DO THIS! 


I'LL GIVE 
YOU WHAT YOU 
WANT! PLEASE-- 
I... WILL. 


EXCELLENT. 


I AM GLAD WE 


WERE ABLE TO COME 
TO TERMS 50... 
AMICABLY. 


LATER THAT EVENING... 





7 Е YOU ONLY v : 
KNEW WHAT І | 
THOUGHT. 
| А 4 № Ё | | 
\ 






AMIA 5 == 
IND READERS ግ 
BUT, I AM YOUR 
GOES ON IN THAT MIND ይል YOU ARE МУ 
OF YOURS? NO І г POSSESSION. 


DO NOT. 


WHEN YOUR 
MOTHER WAS MURDERED, 
GOD BLESS HER 50 I DID 
BLAME YOU FOR IT... BUT, I 
HAVE COME TO LEARN THAT 
15 NOT THE ENTIRE 
TRUTH. 
THE FAULT 


MY FATHER, 

WHEN I WAS A YOUNG 
ВОУ-- WHEN I GOT OUT OF 
LINE-- HE WOULD TEACH ME THE 
ERROR OF. MY WAYS. OFTEN-TIMES 
tT WAS МОТ PLEASANT, ВИТ THAT 
15 WHAT ІТ TAKES WHEN WE 
HAVE STRAYED FROM 
OUR INTENDED PATH. 


AND YOU 
HAVE STRAYED FAR, 
YOUNG LADY. 


YES-- 
I'M THE ONE 
OFF THE DEEP 
END. 





YOU SEE, 
THAT (2 WHAT 
I'M TALKING ABOUT 
TIME L ATTEMPT TO 
YOU WILL SIT 

SPEAK TO YOU LIKE ል GROWNUP? DOWN, OR ፲ WILL 

A GROWNUP, YOU YOU CALL BEATING ME 2 MAKE YOU SIT 

SHOW YOUR TRUE | WITH YOUR BARE HANDS YOUNG LADY. 

IMMATURITY. GROWNUP?!? 


» NO! I'M TIRED 
[7 OF PRETENDING WE'RE 


SOME PERFECT FATHER 
AND DAUGHTER WHEN WE'RE 
NOT? ALL YOU CARE ABOUT 

15 BUILDING YOUR STUPID 

EMPIRE. MAKING A 
FORTUNE! 


YOU DON'T 
GIVE ል ¿HIT 
ABOUT ME! 


GO AHEAD-- 

KILL ME! I DON'T CARE 
ANYMORE! ID RATHER BE 
DEAD THAN HAVE TO SPEND 
ANOTHER MOMENT 


П .. I'VE HAD 
WITH УОМ! ENOUGH OF 


YOUR $HIT! 





OUT. WHICH YOU ALWAYS TAKE! 
NO, YOU WILL LEARN, DAISY-- 
IF Т HAVE TO BEAT YOU 
WITHIN AN INCH OF 
YOUR LIFE! 








IT WON'T 
8€ LONG 


THE LOOK ON 
HIS ҒАСЕ-- YOU 
SHOULD HAVE 


SEEN IT. 








HEY-- 

IT'S OKAY. 
EVERYTHING 15 
GOING TO BE 
ALL RIGHT. 





Қы. ЁС ВЕ nn 
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YOU MAY 
ENJOY ANYTHING YOU 
WIATA LIKE. I TAKE PLEASURE 
GIRL CAN T ENJOY IN WATCHING YOUR 
EA ENJOYMENT. 


K 

| 
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YOU KNOW, 

І CAN'T TELL IF 
YOU'RE FULL OF SERT 
OR IF YOU GENUINELY CARE 
ABOUT MY WELLBEING. OR, 
ЇЕ YOU'RE JUST LOOKING 
TO GET UNDER THIS 
DRESS. 


CAN'T ል 
MAN ASPIRE TO 
ALL THREE? 





THAT'S 
WHY I LOVE 
you. 


| B7 LOVE | 
| THE GIRL...” | 





YET, 
SHE TESTS 
MY RESOLVE 
LIKE NONE 
OTHER. 


ІСАМТ 
HAVE HER RUNNING Y i 
LOOSE ON THE STREETS 
OF MY OWN CITY, DRAGGING 
MY NAME THROUGH THE MUCK | 
ALONG WITH ALL OF МУ HARD 


^ WORK. CAUSING IRREPARABLE ርማ 
DAMAGE TO EVERYTHING 
I'VE WORKED TO 


ACHIEVE... 


„то 
PROTECT. 


«WE NEED 
TO FIND DAISY. 

РИТ A STOP TO THIS 
NONSENSE-- AND TEACH 
HER A LESSON WHILE 
DOING 50. 


YES, ВИТ 
SIR... 16 THIS THE 
RIGHT PLAY HERE? T 


MEAN, OUTSOURCING TO Қ ^ 4 
FOREIGN CLIENTS 15 МОТ > 
ADVISED. THINGS С YOU you 
u € ረኣ Ч 2 : THINK I'M A LIE UNDER 
FOOL, АМТ THREAT OF 
RIGHT? FEAR. 


SEE THAT IT’S 

DONE. I WILL NOT HAVE MY 
USUAL CHANNELS INVOLVED IN 
MY CLOSE, PERSONAL AFFAIRS. 
WE OUTSOURCE AND THEN WE 

PUT OUT THE SOURCE-- DO 

YOU UNDERSTAND, 
PARSONS? 








“T DON'T. MIND. 
YOUR FEAR, ТО, BE 
TRUTHFUL. 


“I WELCOME IT." 





"WHEN PEOPLE 
FEAR YOU, THEY HONOR 
YOU. AND IN TURN YOU CAN 
CONTROL THEM, THAT 15 
WHAT. 16 MISSING IN МУ 
DAUGHTER... CONTROL." 


"FOR AS LONG AS SHE 
HAS WALKED ON TWO 
LEGS, pud HAD LET 
ME GUIDE HER, AND 

MOLD HER INTO THE 

WOMAN 1 KNOW SHE 

COULD 8€-- SOMEONE 
1 COULD TAKE GREAT 

PRIDE IN.” 











“YET, SOMEWHERE 
A FRACTURE IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIP BEGAN TO 
FESTER... TO GROW INTO 
SOMETHING MORE. I MUSE, 
BUT І KNOW WHEN THAT 
TIME саме-- WHEN HER 
MOTHER WAS TAKEN FROM 
4%. AND I REFUSE ТО 
Lose ТАБУ" AS WELL." 





“OUR BOND 
15 BROKEN.” 


“THAT 15 WHy 
I MUST RESTORE 


IT-- FOR OUR FAMILYS 
HONOR DEPENDS 
ON IT." 














WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE FOR 
DINNER? 











EXCUSE 
МЕ? YOU? 
COOKING? 





HEY-- 


I CAN COOK. 
JUST BECAUSE 
YOU SAVED MY LIFE 
DOESN'T MEAN I'M QUIET. 
SOME DAMSEL IN DID YOU HEAR 
DISTRESS. THAT? 







DAMSEL 
IN DISTRESS? 
HARDLY. I'D SAY 
YOU'RE MORE 
LIKE A DAMSEL 
THAT CAUSES 
DISTRESS. 


WHAT DO 
YOU WANT?! 
MONEY?! 


WE HAVE 
NOT COME FOR 
MONEY, YOUNG 

R 


МЕ HAVE 
COME TO RECLAIM 
YOUR FATHER’S 
PROPERTY. 


те NOT OUR 
YOU ARE HE BEAT HER CONCERN-- HER ll 
CHINESE, LIKE TO WITHIN AN INCH WELLBEING. 
ME. WHY ARE OF HER LIFE. AND YOU гаі 
YOU DOING WOULD TAKE HER 
THIS? BACK TO HIM?! 





መመመ) 


DO NOT UTTER Š 

NATIONALISTIC SHUT YOUR ነ 
LOYALTIES, FOOL. IN | ДР MOUTH! 
THI5 COUNTRY-- THE [4 

ONLY LOYALTY 15 
„ TO CURRENCY. 





DON'T 
SHOOT! WE 
NEED HER 

ALIVE! 2 








DAISY! 
ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


Фе, 


/ 


~ | ы ж N 
M АЛ A 23. > SHEN... I WILL 
: М NEVER 60 BACK. 
ZUM) NEVER 60 BACK. 
y 0 < NEVER... 


DAISY... 
WE MUST 
LEAVE. 


UNDERSTOOD. I 
WON'T LIE, THIS 15 МОТ 
PLEASING NEWS. YOU 
WILL HEAR FROM ME 
SOON. 


THE CHINAMAN 

SHE 19 WITH, HE 

TOOK OUT THE 
CLIENTS. 


THREE? 


№ > 一 A 
у 5 ET 


APPARENTLY, 


THIS MAN !5 QUITE 
THE ENTREPRENEUR-- 
AND ALSO HAS QUITE THE E ነ 


PAST FROM WHAT MY SOURCE | | 
TELLS ME. HE CAME HERE we ባው 
RECENTLY AND HAS MAKE SURE 
MADE НІ6 PRESENCE THE SHIPMENT 
KNOWN. 15 COUNTED AND 
DIVIDED BEFORE 
SUNDOWN. 


AND 
FIND OUT 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT THIS 
SHEN. 











DAISY... 
WE NEEDTO 
TALK. 





WHENT 
FOUND YOU HERE, 
BEATEN AND HOPELESS, 
I REFUSED TO ASK THE 
IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
I SHOULD HAVE. 


BUT, IF WE ARE | 
GOING то BE ТОбЕТНЄВ, 
WE MUST BE COMPLETELY 


HONEST WITH EACH 
OTHER. 


BUT, WHEN 
YOU САМЕ TO МЄ-- 


І САМЕ TO THE I FELT THAT... ЇЕ I TOLD 
STATES TO FORMA YOU ALL OF THIS YOU 


HEROIN CHANNEL FOR 
MY BUSINESS BACK Mou Do NOU 
IN CHINA. FATHER-- 
IT 19 HIGHLY 
ILLEGAL, AND THOSE 
AROUND ME ARE MOST 
CERTAINLY NOT SAFE, 
OF COURSE. YOU 

INCLUDED. 


IT 15 МУ 
I COULD NOT | THESE MURDERS 
RISK THAT. 50, I | TO OUR NAMES-- WILL 
KEPT IT FROM WE MUST FLEE YOU... MARRY 
you. THIS COUNTRY. ME? 
AND FOR THAT 
I APOLOGIZE. 


YET, 

I MUST ASK 
FOR SOMETHING 
FROM YOU 
FIRST. 








THANK YOU SHEN. 


FOR SAVING ME. FOR 
EVERYTHING. 


AND ILOVE 
YOU. NO MORE 
SECRETS... І 
PROMISE. 





















YOU'RE ALL SET. ARE 
YOU ФИРЕ YOU WANT 
ШИ TO DO THIS? I CAN TAKE 
CARE OF OUR ASSETS 
HERE-- BUT STILL-- 













THANK 
YOU, XIANG. 
YOU NEVER DID 
--IT'5 THE ONLY GET TO SHOW ME 
WAY. WE ARE WANTED HOW TO MAKE REAL 
HERE. IF WE STAY I WOULD DUMPLINGS LIKE 
ONLY FURTHER ADD PROBLEMS YOU PROMISED. I 
TO OUR DEALINGS. WE NEED WILL HOLD YOU 
To AVAIT TE HEAT FOR TO THAT. 


















TAKE CARE 
OF THIS ONE 
FOR МЕ. 


TRUS 
YOU, XIANG. І KNOW 
IT 15 NOT WISE IN THIS 
INDUSTRY, BUT 1 KNOW 
YOU WILL STRENGTHEN 
OUR BUSINESS IN MY 
ABSENCE. 






















THIS ONE KEPT 
YOU ALL TO 
HIMSELF! 








Do 
NOT WORRY, 
DAISY, WE WILL 
GET THE CHANCE 
ONE DAY. І АМ 
CERTAIN OF 
IT. 











EVERYTHING 
WILL ВЕ TAKEN CARE 
OF, SHEN... 





„REST 
ASSURED. 





NO, 
THAT'S NOT 


LOOK. 
AT YOU. 50 
BEAUTIFUL-- 
YET 50... 
FRAGILE. 


EAST CHINA SEA. 


I... І BROUGHT 
YOu HERE FOR 


A REASON. 


I'VE WANTED 
THIS FOR 50 LONG, 


AND NOW THAT THE 
MOMENT 15 FINALLY 
HERE, 1 DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO WITH 
MYSELF. 


WEAK AS YOU 
THINK I AM. JUST 
ASK THE DEAD Guy 
BACK IN NEW 
ORLEANS. 





THAT'5 NOT WHAT I MEAN. 
THERE 15 A SADNESS TO YOU-- 
SOMETHING THAT CANNOT 
ESCAPE ON IT5 OWN. 


I'M NOT SURE 
I FOLLOW. 


WHAT I 
SAW IN THE ALLEY 
BACK IN THE STATES. 
WHEN YOU KILLED 
THAT Guy... 


I'M МОТ CRAZY-- 
..THAT 15 THE IF THAT'S WHAT YOU 
REAL YOU, IS IT NOT? THINK. IT’S JUST... SOMETHING 
THE BLOODLUST? BUILDS INSIDE OF ME AND І 
| HAVE ТО RELEASE IT. OR 
I WAS - ELSE... I DON'T KNOW. I 


UPSET, IT 
WASN'T WHAT JU5T DO, OKAY. 


YOU THI-- 


DAISY-- 

IT'5 OKAY. YOU DO NOT 
HAVE TO HIDE WHO YOU 
ARE FROM МЕ. ፲ LOVE YOU. 
EVERYTHING ABOUT YOU, 
INCLUDING THE THINGS YOU 
KEEP FROM ME-- FROM 
EVERYONE. 


4 
IT'S BEEN THAT 
WAY SINCE I WAS 


ል LITTLE GIRL. MY 
ATHER-- 


| --НЕ 15 THE 
REASON. 


I САМ-- 

AND WILL-- SHOW 
YOU WHAT IT'S LIKE 
TO NOT LIVE IN FEAR OF 
HIM ANYMORE, DAISY. 
THIS І PROMISE. 


BUT, FIRST... 
I WILL SHOW УОМ 
WHERE І CAME 
FROM. 





THIS IS 
WHERE I GREW 


- UP. WHERE I CALLED 
7 iT's BEAUTIFUL HONE цан 
5 OUT HERE. I WONDER 
т: WHAT YOU WERE 


IKE AS A CHILD. 
PROBABLY CUTE 
AS A BUTTON. 





"MY MOTHER AND FATHER 


PERISHED WHEN THIS VILLAGE'2 POOR 


AND FAMISHED REBELLED AGAINST 
WARLORD TH ( 


/ 


27 баг 
ТО ALLOW МЕ TO LIVE... 
FOR HIS OWN REASONS 


I'VE NOT HEARD 
THAT EXPRESSION 
BEFORE. BUT, І WILL 
GLADLY ACCEPT IT. NO, 
UNFORTUNATELY MY 
CHILDHOOD WAS 
ANYTHING вит 





“НЕ TAUGHT 
ME THE MEANING 








“a YET, HE BOUND 
TO HIS ACTIONS THROUGH му 
V I HAD TO SPILL BLOOD TOO. 
WAS MY DESTINY. CUNNING HE 
WAS, INDEED.” 


YES, HE 
TAUGHT ME 
MUCH ОР THE 
REALITIES ОҒ 
LIFE. 





WE ALL 
N ` | i HAVE OUR 
THAT'S... ' | | DEMONS. 
HORRIBLE. NO ) И j ^ < 
CHILD 5HOULD HAVE 
TO BE RAISED 
LIKE THAT. 


“AND NEITHER 
WERE you.” 








GO. AND 
DO NOT FORGET 
WHO SPARED YOUR LIFE 
THIS DAY. WHO OFFERS THIS 
VILLAGE FORGIVENESS 
IN THE FACE OF 
DISRESPECT. 





you 
ARE SUCH 


A WONDERFUL | 


MAN. HOW DID 
І EVER FIND 
you? 


I'M CERTAIN 
AT 


HERE, I WANT 
TO SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING. 


THIS LAND MAY 
SEEM CORRUPT 
FROM WHAT І TOLD 
YOU, BUT, THERE 15 
GREAT BEAUTY IN 
ABUNDANCE. 


| THE MINERAL 
TERRACES. 


IT’S 50 
PRETTY. 


" THANK YOU МУЖА - 
FOR BRINGING W DO NOT THANK 


ME UNTIL YOU'VE SEEN 
EVERYTHING. 





THE LINE 
15 SAFE. ALL THE 
ESSENTIALS HAVE 
BEEN POSTED TO THE 
SECURE MESSAGE 
BOARD. HER PHOTO 
19 INCLUDED... 


SHE WILL 
NOT BE HARD 
TO SPOT. 


UNDERSTOOD. 
THAT SUM WILL NOT BE 
A PROBLEM. AN INCENTIVE 
BONUS WILL BE ADDED 
THE ONE KNOWN АФ “анец” 
15 TAKEN CARE OF, AS WELL. 
HIS PARTNER XIANG HAS 
UPLOADED HIS 
PHOTO. 


OR АЦУЕ-- 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


YOU UNDERSTAND 
WHAT NEEDS TO BE 
DONE, CORRECT? 





SURE THE 
CURRENCY !5 
THERE WHEN І 
В CHECK, IT WILL 
NOT TAKE 
LONG. 





І5 EVERYTHING HERE 
50 BEAUTIFUL? 















THIS... 15 A 
DIFFERENT KIND 
OF BEAUTY. 







WHAT 15 THIS 
PLACE? 









DAISY... DO 
YOU REMEMBER 
WHAT I TOLD YOU 
ON THE BOAT? 


THAT I WOULD 
DO EVERYTHING 
IN MY POWER TO 
SHOW YOU WHAT 
| ALIFE WITHOUT 
FEAR COULD BE 

` LIKE? ў 


WELL, 
THIS PLACE IS THE ነ 
BEGINNING OF THAT | 
JOURNEY. : 








































/ DO YOU 
TRUST ME, 
DAISY? 





WELCOME, 

SHEN. IT HAS BEEN 
TOO LONG. THE VILLAGE 
MISSES YOUR GUIDANCE. 
AND YOU MUST BE DAISY. 

IT PLEASES ME TO NO END 
THAT YOU ARE ALREADY 
APTLY NAMED... 


THEN TAKE 
МУ HAND, ALLOW 

ME TO HELP FREE YOUR 
CONSCIENCE FROM YOUR 

PAST. IN HERE, YOU WILL 
LEARN TO BE SOMETHING ES 

FAR GREATER THAN 
ANY WOMAN... 





ШОГ” 


| 


THE 
ACADEMY HAS | 
BEEN EXPECTING 
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YOU MADE A 
CALL TO М5. SAID YOU 
HAD INFORMATION. 


you 
WOULD BETRAY 
YOUR ALLIES SO 
EASILY? 


THE SAD TRUTH 
15 I DIDN'T NEED TO 
BEAT YOU WITHIN AN INCH 
OF YOUR LIFE-- I ALREADY 
KNOW WHERE THEY WENT. 
SHEN HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
NOTHING IF NOT 
PREDICTABLE. 


MY 
PREFERENCE 
15 TO TAKE MY TIME. 
PRECISION (5 OF NO 
IMPORTANCE 
TO ME. 


I TOO, AM FAIRLY 
PREDICTABLE. 


I HAVE My 
WAYS. MANY OF 
МУ PEERS PREFER TO 
USE THE SWORD. TO SLICE 
OFF А MAN'S LIMBS WITH 


ONE BLOW 15 SAID TO 
BE HONORABLE. 


EE. 


«HONOR 15 
FOR THOSE 
DESTINED 
ТО FAL. 
























HONOR (5 
EVERYTHING. 


THOSE WHO 
FIGHT WITHOUT 
IT ARE DOOMED TO 
DIE THE SAME WAY, 
WITHOUT MERIT-- 
OR CAUSE. 










TODAY, 
YOU TAKE 
THE FIRST STEP 
IN YOUR JOURNEY 
TO BECOME 
SOMETHING 
MORE. 


--OF COURSE 
U DON'T. YOU MAY 


DAISY 
15 A FOREIGNER. 

SHE 15 ALSO MISERABLY 
PAST THE PROPER AGE 
OF DEVELOPMENT. ІМ THIS 
RESPECT, WE SHALL 
HAVE TO BRING HER 

O SPEED. 


SHE 
WILL PLAY THE 
ROLE OF OUR 





Т  IMUAEUTOBENCURAGGED | 
піком шр rs ATL. || 


NOTHING | ‚NEW FOR 


„ — 





| мене COULD Й 
NOT HIDE HER 





Эн 


ODDLY FAMILIAR. 
A = 


H me 
n ay — | 
|THE NIGHTS WERE P 
THE WoRsT. THEY | 
E НМЕ DEEN, H 





ኒ-- AWA TW Қ я 











መሙ 


Y 
І KEPT TO MYSELF. | 


HOWEVER, АХ MASTER 
NERINE TAUGHT ME, WE | 
ARE OFTEN TESTED MOS | 









К 
“а 
L à 


HAHAHAHAHA 





2 ... 
2007020 3 МОМ 







DO NOT 
DO SOME THING 
YOU WILL REGRET, 
YOU AMERICAN 
втсн-- 








---BUT, I MADE UP FOR IT 
IN OTHER WAYS. BY CHANNELING | 
MY DARKEST THOUGHTS INTO MY 
» ACTIONS-- I WAS UNSTOPPABLE. 上 


L 


== ISTILLLACKED THE | 


IN TIME, MY SKILL CAUGHT UP TO 


| MY RAGE. THE "ENEMY" HAD NOW | 
2 BECOME SOMETHING... MORE. 


PROPER DISCIPLINE 
WHEN CONFRONTED 
WITH DANGER... 


+ 





THE GIRLS HATED ме. Н 


NOTHING NEW. НАТЕ 


BECAME MY FUEL. | 


2 MY SALVATION. Ë 





L. 
— ም vou HAVE 
NERINE BEGAN 10 „re, ርቃ т й 





> YOU HAVE N 
DISPLAYED TALENTS 
THAT SEPARATE YOU 

FROM YOUR PEERS. YE T, 
THESE SAME QUALITIES 


THEY WIL 
STRAIN YOUR 
HONOR. 





PRIVILEGE, A SYMBOL OF YOUR 
GROWTH. YOUR TRUE BLOOM 
|6 А TESTAMENT TO YOUR 
ABILITY TO MASTER ANY 
SITUATION. 


YOUR 
LOVER SHE! 
HE UNDERSTANDS THIS. 









вит, YOU-- 
YOU MUST BECOME 
THE MASTER OF YOUR 
OWN DESIRES. 





AFT 
THE МЕТ Ў Нову, 
І GRADUATED: HERE 


THANK YOU 
FOR TELLING 
ME. I KNOW IT 
15 DIFFICULT 
FOR YOU. 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER. 


YOU COULD 
HAVE LEFT АТ 
ANY TIME, YOU KNOW? 
NERINE HAD STRICT 
ORDERS TO RELEASE 
YOU IF YOU HAD 
WANTED IT. 


WHAT YOU 
DID FOR ME-- 
WHAT YOU DID 

TO ME... 


„Ат 
OPENED МУ 
EYE5. 


I DON'T 
HAVE TO RUN 
ANYMORE. I 
DON'T NEED 

TO. 


HE WILL 
NEVER HAUNT MY 
DREAMS AGAIN. NO 
ONE WILL. 





сара, 
“ШИ p 


IHOPE = 
YOU ARE PREPARED YP 
SRA 


















--I AM READY 
FOR THE CHALLENGE, 
HEADMASTER. 


INDEED. YET, 
AMI THE ONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
— PLACING THEM IN HARM'S 
WAY? AM I THE ONE WHO 
ROBBED THEM OF THEIR 
FREEDOM TO CHOOSE 
TO DIE ву THEIR OWN 
CHOICE? 


YET, THEY 
DIED AS 507 DID 
THEY NOT? 


YOU MA 
JUDGE ME IMMORAL. 
MANY HAVE. BUT, І BALK 
AT YOUR SILLY FACADE 
OF WHAT YOU DEEM 
AS PRINCIPLES. 


YOU KNOW 
WHY. YOU TOOK HER 
IN. YOU ALLOWED HER TO 
BLOOM. A FOOLISH DECISION. 
BUT, SHE 15 NOT YOURS, OR 
SHEN'S PROPERTY. SHE 
15 SPOKEN FOR. 





A SHAME TO 


SUCH 

ል PRETTY | 
FACE! IT'LL BE 

RUIN IT! | 





I THOUGHT 
YOU PREACHED 
x Ў "HONOR?" 
` 





you 

THOUGHT YOUR 
JUN TRAINING WOULD 
\ ASSIST YOU... 





E 

Y, „вит, THIS | 
[2 THE REAL 
、WORLD-- 


--KNOWLEDGE 
MEANS NOTHING. 








I REGRET 
YOUR AGGRESSIVE 
STANCE IN NEGOTIATING 
WITH МЕ Yl, I DID NOT COME 
LOOKING FOR HOSTILITIES. І 
WANTED TO DISCUSS WAYS 
TO WORK IN PARALLEL. 
АМІСАВІУ. 


YOU SHOULD REGRET ግበ 
YOUR ENTIRE PRESENCE 
HERE, SHEN, THE CITY МО 

LONGER ANSWERS ТО 

YOUR CORRUPTION. 


AND NOW 
THEY ANSWER 
TO YOURS? 


THEY ANSWER 
TO THEIR BANK 
ACCOUNTS. 


YOU SHOULD 
KNOW THIS BETTER 
THAN ANYONE. 








THIS LAND 
BELONGS TO 
SHEN. IT ALWAYS HAS. 
IT 15 OURS NOW... 
UNDERSTOOD? 
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и story so far... a 
The struggle to become something more wi 
in the confines of the Exec 
Academy nearly ended Daisy's life 
ally and figuratively. Howey 
tion to transform h 
cover an ‘ 
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SHE... SHE DID 
NOTHING TO YOU! 
SCREW YOU AND МУ 
FATHER! I'D RATHER DIE 
THAN GIVE HIM THE 
SATISFACTION. 


I WON'T 
ЦЕ-- 


--I HOPED 
FOR THAT 
RESPONSE. 


YOU AMUSE МЕ, 
50 І WILL GIVE YOU TWO 
OPTIONS. COME WITH ME 
AND I WILL RETURN YOU TO 
YOUR FATHER UNHARMED. OR, 
I WILL KILL YOUR LOVER AND 
STILL BRING YOU BACK-- 
UNCONSCIOUS. JUST 
ASK YOUR 
HEADMASTER, 
ALTHOUGH SHE 
15 UNLIKELY TO 
RESPOND. 


AH, YOUR 
LOVER 15 BRAVE, 





вит ice VERY 
156. 





--вит YOU... Ч 


IN. m ግ 
JUST A WOMAN! | 
YOU THINK I NEED 
A WEAPON TO 
KILL YOU! 
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NEW ORLEANS, 
FRANKLIN ESTATE. 








I'M SORRY. 
IT’S NOT YOUR 
FAULT. 
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QUIT F#@KING 
AROUN 
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STEVENSON 15 NOT 
“Ежхекімб AROUND”. HE'S 
F#@KING DEAD. 


THERE'S 
MORE, SIR. MY OTHER 
SOURCES TELL ME SHE 
HAS LEFT CHINA. HER 
WHEREABOUTS ARE... 
UNKNOWN. 


“АТ LOOKS LIKE 
OUR OUTSOURCED 
CLIENT... HAS BEEN 

REMOVED FROM 

THE EQUATION. 


4 HOW 
DIFFICULT MUST 
IT BE TO RETRIEVE 
ONE HELPLESS 


T 


STEVENSON? 
MARKS? YOU GUYS 
THERE? WHAT'S 
WITH THE RADIO 
SILENCE? 





wou 
WEN Аве you 
ARMED? 


16 THAT... 
GUNFIRE? 


GIVE IT 
HERE. 
I ADVISE 
YOU TAKE YOUR 
LEAVE, PARSONS. 
FOR YOUR OWN 
PROTECTION. 


--I SAID 
GET OUT! THIS 15 
PERSONAL. 





DON'T FEIÓN 
PITY. YOU KNOW YOU 
COULD CARE LESS. YOU 
1 NEVER DID CARE ABOUT Й 
ANYONE OTHER ТНАМ 
YOURSELF... 


IKNEW 
YOU WOULD COME 
BACK, DAISY. 


OF COURSE 
I WOULD. I AM YOUR 
POSSESSION, RIGHT? 
YOU OWN ME, RIGHT? YOU 
WOULD NEVER ALLOW 
SHEN AND І TO LIVE 
IN PEACE. 


15 THAT THE 
8OY'5 NAME? SHEN? 
3 YOU DISGUST МЕ. 


DON'T WORRY, 

I AGREE WITH YOU 
NOW. IT'S THE TRUTH. 
YOU HAVE ALWAYS 
OWNED ME-- 








E AND 
THE PITIFUL EXCUSE 
YOU CALL A LIFE?! 


YOU LOVE 
PLAYING THE VICTIM, 
HOPING FOR SOMEONE 

SAVE YOU. 





FOR THE 
LONGEST TIME, І 
THOUGHT YOU wERE 
WRONG. BUT, I HAVE 
REALIZED NOW THAT 
YOU WERE RIGHT, 
FATHER... 


І WAS THE 
VICTIM. I DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT I WANTED. WHAT I 
COULD BE. NOW, HOWEVER, 
I KNOW WHAT I WANT. 
OR RATHER, WHAT І 
ENJOY. 





WHAT... 
ARE YOU-- 


I'M CLEANSING 
MYSELF FATHER. ALL 
THIS TIME, YOU TOLD 

EVERYONE THAT I WAS 
THE PROBLEM, NOT YOU. 
THAT I WAS CRAZY. 
AND THE TRUTH I5... 












































АРТЕК DREAMING OF 
| y THIS MOMENT FOR 50 LONG, THE | 
| НАРРІМЕ22 1 THOUGHT WOULD 








HEY YOU... 


al THOUGHT 
I'D LOST YOU. 


工 WILL 
ALWAYS BE 


THAT. HOW 15 
THE PAIN? 


SHEN... AT THE 
до БАТ менде ACADEMY... L... DISCOVERED 
MUCH. THE PAIN MED5 HAVE | A SIDE OF МЕ І WAS AFRAID 


TÓ CONFRONT, BUT ALWAYS 
SOFTENED MY SENSES AND THE ; 
GUNSHOT TOOK CARE OF THE REST. KNEW EXISTED BENEATH 

WHEN I WOKE UP, AND YOU WERE . 

GONE, І THOUGHT... I GUESS І 

THOUGHT I PUSHED YOU ТОО 

HARD. I THOUGHT IT WAS 
ALL OVER. 


I MEAN... ፲ AM 
NOT THE PERSON 


„ТАМ SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 
ALTOGETHER. 


I DON'T... I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 





YOU MADE 


ME WHAT Т АМ MY LOVE. IT HAS TO 


| вє THIS WAY. WE CAN'T 
| 60 BACK TO THE 
WAY IT WAS. 


DAISY, І DIDN'T 
MEAN TO CHANGE 
WHO YOU ARE, ONLY 
WHAT YOU COULD 
ACHIEVE, 


THERE (5 ‚о _ 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE 
TWO, SHEN. 





PROCESS. I CAN 
NEVER LIVE A NORMAL 
LIFE. WHAT'S INSIDE ME... 
WHAT DRIVES ME... 15 
INESCAPABLE. YOU 
TAUGHT ME THIS 
LESSON. 


PLEASE... 
YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO DO THIS, 
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... ON THE GO! 
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